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Chosen in Him 


By Helen Fraree-Bower 


“But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord 
thinketh upon me” (Psa. 40:17). 


ALVATION was no afterthought with 


God: 
This message burns its way into my 
soul. 
ing, long before the Saviour’s feet had 
trod 
The way of earth, before the starry 
scroll 


Of Heaven was unfolded, or the sound 
Of many waters stirred tranquillity, 
Or ever any grass blade pricked the 

ground, 
God, in His matchless mercy, thought 
of me: 


Thought of my deepest need, my darkest 
sin, 


Brooded, in love, upon my lost estate, 

And made a way that I might enter in. 

Oh, not by accident, nor trick of fate, 

I met with Jesus, but by God’s own 
plan — 

Chosen in Him before the world began. 


Back to Normal 


How soon shall we get back’ to 
normal? It is quite usual in these days 
to find people expressing the hope, in 
letters and conversation, that they will 
be able to do certain things when we 
are once again living under normal con- 


ditions. But what is normal? How far 
back must we look to find normalcy? 
Conditions have not been normal for the 
last six years or more; they were not 
normal before that, for Hitler and Mus- 
solini were fomenting strife; the depres- 
sion was not normal; the business boom 
after the last war could not keep up, 
for money was made and spent too 
easily; the first World War was not nor- 
mal; and back of that lie the Spanish- 
American War, the Civil War, the finan- 
cial depressions of the last century, the 
War of 1812, the French Revolution, the 
American Revolution, the wickedness in 
the British Isles, stemmed by the preach- 
ing of the Wesleys and Whitefield, then 
the domination of the Catholic Church, 
broken by Luther, back of that the Dark 
Ages, and so on into the dim past. 
World conditions have never been nor- 
mal since Adam and Eve listened to the 
serpent’s voice instead of God’s. For 
the past six years men have been hop- 
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ing for the end of the war, but now that 
it is over other storm clouds have loomed 
up on the horizon—an epidemic of 
strikes, a new crime wave, the hunger 
and cold of millions, and the atomic 
bomb. The only possible way for man 
to live a normal life is in continuous 
communion with God. The world will 
never get back to normal until Christ 
comes to set up His own reign of right- 
eousness. But it is possible, through His 
grace, for those who have trusted in 
Him as Saviour to live normal lives of 
useful service. We cannot set right all 
the circumstances about us. But we can 
see to it that our hearts are right with 
Him, and this we must do in these peril- 
ous days. When our Lord Jesus de- 
scribed the stupendous events of the 
closing days of this age He said to His 
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Watch” (Markl 


Spurgeon’s sine on acai \iwa? 


M,s ha, 


This editorial reviews “Spurgeon’s Lectures to His Students,” a= 
and abridged by David Otis Fuller, D.D. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $3.) 


geon, the great Baptist preacher 

of the last century, lectured in- 
formally to the students of his Pastors’ 
College, which was affiliated with the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle in London. In 
his homely, whimsical, and vigorous 
style he spoke on every aspect of preach- 
ing. “My college lectures are colloquial, 
familiar, full of anecdote, and often 
humorous,” he wrote; “they are pur- 
posely made so, to suit the occasion. 
At the end of the week I meet the 
students, and find them weary with 


O'e a week Charles Haddon Spur- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Therefore, my beloved breth- 
ren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 




















sterner studies, and I judge it best. to 
be as lively and interesting in my prelec- 
tions as I well can be. They have had 
their fill of classics, mathematics, and 
divinity, and are only in a condition to 
receive something which will attract and 
secure their attention and fire their 
hearts.” Boldly attacking “mannerisms, 
pomposities,” he said: “It is delicious 
to put one’s foot through the lath and 
plaster of old affectations, to make room 
for the granite walls of reality. This 
has been a main design with me, and 
may God send success to the effort.” 


For the sixth time Dr. David Otis 
Fuller, pastor of the Wealthy Street Bap- 
tist Temple in Grand Rapids, has con- 
densed and abridged one of Spurgeon’s 
great works and made it available for 
busy readers today. His earlier volumes 
presented Spurgeon’s “Sermon Notes,” 
“Sermon Illustrations,” “Treasury of 
David,” “Sermons on the Second Com- 
ing,” and “Illustrative Anecdotes.” The 
present volume of 422 pages contains 
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twenty-seven lectures, and Spurgeon’s 
own “Introduction and Apology,” which 
effectually forestalls criticism. The re- 
viewer shares Dr. Fuller’s opinion that 
while Dr. John Broadus’s “Préparation 
and Delivery of Sermons” is a great 
book, yet “with all due respect to this 
splendid work we personally feel that 
Mr. Spurgeon has given to the Christian 
world something of even greater value 
and worth. Indeed, we make bold to 
say that the lectures of this ‘greatest 
preacher since the Apostle Paul’ should 
be the textbook, or at least one of the 
textbooks, in every Bible institute, the- 
ological seminary and Bible school in 
America and the world.” Here there 
is sound counsel on diction, posture, the 
control of the voice, choosing a text, the 
‘use of anecdotes and illustrations, sub- 
jects, the minister’s prayer life, and other 
matters of interest to all ministers. The 
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style of writing is superb. For strength, 
simplicity, and clearness, Spurgeon’s 
Englisg is akin to John Bunyan’s. His 
sentences flow on with a musical rhythm, 
and he chooses his words with the skill 
of a concert pianist whose fingers move 
faultlessly over the black and white 
keys. Many of his sayings are like epi- 
grams or proverbs, containing much wis- 
dom in few words. With delightful 
humor, and occasionally caustic satire, 
he warns his students against ridiculous 
attitudes and mannerisms. But nothing 
that. a reviewer can say will prove the 
worth of these lectures so well as a few 
samples in the great preacher’s own 
words. 

In his first lecture, on “The Minis- 
ter’s Self-Watch,” for which he took 
the text, “Take heed unto thyself, and 
unto the doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:16), Spur- 

(Continued on page 140) 
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NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


“ Daniel in the Critics’ Den“ 


It was Sir Robert Anderson who 
gave the above, clever title to one of 
his brilliant books answering critics of 
the Bible. It is used here not because 
any quotation is made from his book, 
but because it so aptly describes the 
subject here discussed. Daniel came un- 
scathed out of the lions’ den long ago, 
but he is still attacked by the critics. 
The two letters given below are from 
recent correspondence between a uni- 
versity student and Dr. Joseph P. Free, 
Archaeological Editor of THE Sunpay 
Scuoo. Tres and Associate Professor of 
Archaeology at Wheaton College. 


I am a history major at the university. 
This semester I am taking a course in 
Ancient History. 


As my religious beliefs are orthodox 
and some of Dr. ’s are not, there 
are naturally quite a few points where 
we do not agree. The particular point 
which she and I are discussing at the 
present time concerns the Book of Dan- 
jel. Dr. believes that Daniel errs 
in his Book when he speaks of Belshaz® 
zar as king of the Chaldeans in Daniel 
5:1. She says that Nabonidus was king 
of Babylon at the time of its fall and not 
Belshazzar. She takes the position that 
Belshazzar was never king, and, from 
the way she has spoken, I believe she 
even doubts his actual existence. She 
also has taught that Daniel errs when 
he says that Babylon was taken by siege. 
According to other accounts there was 
not a siege of Babylon. It was just 
handed over to Cyrus. 

I feel as though I should have proof for 
my beliefs whenever it is possible to obtain 
it. I am writing to you to ask you if you 
would be willing to give me your point 
of view on the matter or refer me to 
some source which, in your opinion, 








states the facts correctly. 
Dr. FREE’s REPLY 


The Biblical statements concerning 
Belshazzar have been used for a long 


time by liberals to demonstrate that the 
Bible is not accurate. It is quite true 
that up to 100 years ago our historical 
sources (outside of the Bible) showed 
that Nabonidus was the last king of Baby- 
lon, and was not killed when the city 
was taken by the Persians, but was 
given a pension by his conquerors. An- 
cient historians such as Berossus (c. 250 
b.c.) and Alexander Polyhistor give us 
the information that Nabonidus was the 
last king of Babylon. On the other hand, 
the Bible indicates that Belshazzar Was 
the last ruler of Babylon and that he 
was killed when the city was taken 
(Dan. 5:30). Modern liberal commen- 
tators, such as Hitzig, have taken the 
view that the name Belshazzar was a 
pure invention on the part of the writer 
of Daniel 5 (Hitzig, “Commentary on 
Daniel,” p. 75). 


The archaeological discoveries, how- 
ever, show that the Bible is accurate. 
About the middle of the 19th century a 
great number of clay. tablets were ex- 
cavated in the region which was ancient 
Babylonia, and were sent to the British 
Museum. During the last half of the 
19th century many of these tablets were 
examined by Dr. Theophilus G. Pinches, 
prominent Assyriologist of London. One 
of these clay tablets contained the name 
Belshazzar, which showed that such a 
man actually existed. Another - tablet 
was found to contain the names of Bel- 
shazzar and Nabonidus, showing that 
there was some connection between these 
two people, and another tablet referred 
to Belshazzar as the king’s son. (for a 
picture of this tablet see Ira Maurice 
Price, “The Monuments and the Old 
Testament,” Phila.; Judson Press, 17th ed., 
1925, p. 367). Another tablet was ex- 
amined which proved to be a contract, 
containing an oath taken in the name of 
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Nabonidus and Belshazzar (this tablet 
was published by Pinches in The Ex- 
pository Times, April, 1915). In ancient 
Babylonia oaths were taken in the name 
of the reigning king. This tablet, then, 
gave indication that Belshazzar was ac- 
tually co-ruler with his father, Naboni- 
dus. 

During recent years the work of Ray- 
mond P. Dougherty, late professor of 
Assyriology at Yale University, has fur- 
ther illuminated the whole situation 
concerning Belshazzar (see Dougherty’s 
book, “Nabonidus and Belshazzar,” New 
Haven; - Yale University Press, 1929). 
Dougherty showed that during the later 
part of his reign Nabonidus spent a 
great deal of his time in Arabia, prob- 
ably for the purpose of consolidating 
that part of his empire, although some 
scholars have suggested that he was 
doing what we would call archaeologi- 
cal work, and others have suggested 
that he stayed in Arabia because he 
liked the climate. In any event the clay 
tablets show us the reason for the rais- 
ing of Belshazzar to the position of a 
ruling monarch—namely, because of 
the absence of his father from Babylon. 
The English scholar, Sidney Smith, has 
published an inscription which evidently 
refers to Nabonidus and which says, 
“He entrusted the kingship to him,” in- 
dicating the bestowal of royal author- 
ity upon Belshazzar (see Dougherty, 
op. cit., p. 108). 

There is no first-rate liberal today, as 
far as the writer knows, who urges this 
old objection concerning Belshazzar. 
An example of how the liberals recog- 
nize the facts may be taken from the 
book, “What Mean These Stones?” by 
Millar Burrows (New Haven, 1941, pp. 
276, 277), where Burrows points out that 
“the solution of this apparent discrep- 
ancy was apparent when evidence was 
found that during the last part of his 
reign Nabunaid (Nabonidus) lived in 
Arabia and left the administration of 
the government at Babylon to his son 
Belshazzar.” 

The actual fact of the matter is that 
Nabonidus, in one sense the last king of 
Babylon, was not killed by the invading 
Persians, but was given a pension by 
his conquerors. On the other hand, Bel- 
shazzar, elevated to the position of ruler 
of Babylon by his father, was killed 
when the city of Babylon was taken, as 
indicated in Daniel 5:30. The matter 
concerning Belshazzar, far from being 
an error in the Scriptures, is one of the 
many striking confirmations which has 
been demonstrated by archaeology in 
regard to the Word of God. 

I trust that this information will be 
helpful to you. It is significant to note 
that none of the scholars cited above, 
such as Price of the University of Chi- 
cago, or Dougherty of Yale, were fun- 
damentalists. But they did acknowledge 
the facts, as shown by the archaeologi- 
cal discoveries. 
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ll. A Further Examination of Literature 


on Evolution 


N 1940 appeared Dr. H. B. Cott’s 
I “Adaptive Colouration in Animals,” 

a beautifully illustrated book of 508 
pages, in which an attempt is made to 
revive the moribund theories of warn- 
ing and protective coloration and mim- 
icry. Dr. Julian Huxley contributes an 
introduction. In this book a great many 
facts are set forth, but these are all 
facts which Cott believes support his 
theories. He omits every fact against 
them. Here are a few examples. He 
makes much of green as a cryptic color 
in nature, and tabulates sixteen species 
of tree-snake that are colored green. 
But he does not name any tree-snake 
that is not green! - Thus he cites the 
green Dryophis perroteti, but ignores 
the other five species of this genus that 
are brown. Nor does he tell his readers 
that many species of tree-snake exhibit 
several color varieties, that in some 
species the color of the young is not 
the same as that of the adult, and in 
some cases the differences are so great 
that systematists, not knowing tneir re- 
lationship, gave different names to young 
and adult. 


Withholding Facts Against Evolution 


Cott ignores all the animals that lit- 
erally flout his theories; for example, 
the Paradise Flycatcher (Terpsiphone 
paradisi), to which Finn and I, on this 
account, repeatedly refer in “The Mak- 
ing of Species” (1909) —a book quoted 
by Cott. This bird flourishes through- 
out the Indian Empire. Except for the 
black crested head and whitish under 
parts, the young of both sexes are chest- 
nut color. This coloring is retained by 
the hen throughout life, and by the cock 
until the molt of his third autumn; but, 
after that his median pair of tail feathers 
grows to a length of sixteen inches, 
four times that of the others. In the 
cock’s fourth year the chestnut parts of 
the plumage become white gradually, 
making him parti-colored, and one some- 
times comes across a cock having one 
long tail streamer white and the other 
chestnut. After his fourth autumn 
molt, all his plumage, except that of 
his head, is pure white. Cocks breed 
both in white and chestnut plumage, 
and in the same garden one nest may 
be attended by a white and another by 
a chestnut male, who assists the hen in 
incubation. The nest is an open cup, 
often placed conspicuously low down 
in a tree. The showy white streamers 
of the cock when sitting hang down far 
below the nest and are often flirted as 
if for advertisement! 

Needless to say, Cott believes in mim- 


The absurd lengths to which evolutionists 
will go to support their 


By DOUGLAS DEWAR, B.A., F.Z.S. 


theory 


It was through the kindness of Dr. Ar- 
thur L. Brown that correspondence 
was begun between Mr. Douglas De- 
war and the Editors, and they are 
happy to be able to share with Times 
readers the findings of one who is 
a naturalist in his own right, espe- 
cially in the field of ornithology. 
The evidence he has found is all on 
the side of those who accept the 
Genesis account of creation as part 
of God’s inspired Word. Mr. Dewar 
may seem a bit technical at times 
for some readers, but his arguments 
will be welcomed by high school 
and college students, and it must be 
remembered that scientific argu- 
ments are needed to answer scien- 
tists. This is the second article in 
a series of four. 
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icry, which he thinks has been brought 
about by natural selection. He tries 
to meet some of the objections to this 
theory, but completely ignores the most 
weighty of these, namely, that the most 
perfect examples of mimicry are fur- 
nished by butterflies, which do not need 
the protection it is supposed to afford, 
because they are rarely attacked by 
birds, which are admittedly the chief 
enemies of insects. Every field natural- 
ist knows well that it is only on rare 
occasions that birds attack butterflies. 
This observation has been amply con- 
firmed by numerous examinations that 
have been made of the contents of birds’ 
stomachs. For example, McAtee (Smith- 
sonian Misc. Coll., 1932) found only 87 
butterflies in 80,000 stomachs of North 
American birds; 69 of these 87 butter- 
flies were found in the stomachs of 
pigeon hawks shot during their south- 
ward migration in the locality where 
their migration path met that of the 
migrating butterflies. The stomachs of 
pigeon hawks shot elsewhere contained 
no butterflies. This complete withhold- 
ing of a host of facts against Darwinism 
detracts greatly from the value of the 
book. 


A serious objection to the theory of 
evolution is the apparent lack of natu- 
ral causes capable of effecting evolu- 
tion. Only two such causes have been 
suggested. _ The first—that of Lamarck 
—is that the effects of use and disuse 
of organs and the effects of external 
conditions on animals and plants are in- 
herited. The second — that of Darwin — 
is that natural selection of favorable 
variations or mutations has resulted in 
the evolution of the animal and vege- 
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table kingdoms from simple ancestors. 
This is really no explanation, because 
natural selection can produce nothing; 
it can only select what comes to hand. 
This did not trouble Darwin. He pointed 
out that it is a fact that variations do 
occur and that we are profoundly igno- 
rant of the causes of these, but this 
ignorance need not prevent us basing 
our theory on their existence. But Dar- 
win and his followers assumed that there 
is no limit to the extent to which varia- 
tions or mutations in any given direc- 
tion can be accumulated in course of 
time. Unfortunately for the Darwinians, 
the experimental evidence strongly sug- 
gests that this assumption is unwar- 
ranted. Hitherto most biologists have 
resolutely shut their eyes to this dis- 
concerting fact. A number, however, 
have faced it boldly, such as’ Heribert 
Nilsson of Lund University, and Prof. 
Richard Goldschmidt of the University 
of California. The latter’s well-known 
book, “The Material Basis of Evolution” 
(1940), has been reviewed in these 
columns.1 

Goldschmidt distinguishes between 
microevolution, that is, evolution within 
the species, which is all that can be ef- 
fected as the result of small mutations; 
and macroevolution, that is, the forma- 
tion of new species, genera, families, etc., 
which “originate in single macroevolu- 
tionary steps as completely new genetic 
systems.” This is a theory of special 
creation, but Goldschmidt states it in 
terms of evolution, and suggests that 
the rearrangement of the chromosomes 
may result in these drastic transforma- 
tions. But consider the improbability 
of the conversion of an amoeba-like 
creature, an animal lacking eyes, ears, 
head, tail, limbs, heart, blood vessels, 
etc., into an elephant by inversions and 
translocations of its chromosomes and 
the rearrangements of the genes in these. 


The Effect of Chromosome Changes 


Regarding the observed effect of such 
chromosome changes Goldschmidt him- 
self writes (p. 196): “The available 
information actually shows that the dif- 
ferences between the good species Droso- 
phila melanogaster, pseudoobscura, mi- 
randa, and azteca, which either do not 
cross at all or produce completely ster- 
ile hybrids, are extreme in regard to 
the intimate chromosomal pattern. No 
chromosornal sections have identical pat- 
terns, not to speak of different chromo- 
somal sizes and numbers (e.g., melano- 
goaster, 4 pairs, azteca, 5 pairs). There- 
fore a complete repatterning of the 
chromosomes by translocations, inver- 
sions, etc., must have taken place in 
the phylogeny of these species. ‘Chromo- 
somal differences between species of the 
same genus prove to be far more ex- 
tensive than one might have dared to 
suppose’ (Dobzhansky and Socolov).” 
Thus, despite all the above changes in 
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the chromosomes and genes, the fruit- 
fly, Drosophila, remains a Drosophila. 
Yet it is suggested that this process has 
converted an amoeba-like creature into 
an elephant! 


Clearly then we have either to adopt 
a theory of special creation (no matter 
by what name we call it) or to fall back 
on Lamarckism. But few biologists have 
adopted the latter explanation, because 
all the experimental evidence indicates 
that the effects of use and disuse and 
of the environment are not inherited. 
In England the only living zoologist 
known to me who is a Lamarckian is 
Prof. F. Wood Jones, who, in 1943, wrote 
a small book entitled, “Habit and Heri- 
tage,” in which he tries to show that 
acquired characters are inherited. He 
is able to cite only four cases as evi- 
dence. The first is the fact that Orien- 
tals have facets on the shinbone and 
on the anklebone on which the shin- 
bone rests, in consequence of which 
Eastern races find it comfortable to sit 
hunkered on the heels with the but- 
tocks raised above the ground—a pos- 
ture which Westerners find extremely 
uncomfortable... Wood Jones believes 
that these facets have resulted from this 
habit. But is not this to put the cart 
before the horse? Almost certainly 
Orientals adopt this posture because the 
facets exist. It is difficult to believe 
that thousands of generations adopted 
a most uncomfortable posture and have 
thus brought these facets into being. 

The second fact adduced by Wood 
Jones is that, on the parts of the body 
of cats and other animals over which 
the fore- and hind-paws are.passed when 
these wash themselves, the hairs lie in 
the direction of the movement of the 
paws. He contends that in the course 
of time this operation has reversed the 
direction of the hair in the parts af- 
fected. Here again it is at least equally 
probable that the hair grows in this posi- 
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tion in order to enable the animal to 
clean itself without ruffling its hair. 
The other two facts cited by Wood Jones 
in support of his thesis are a curvature 
in the spine of the embryo of the seal, 
and the central aterus of the placental 
mammal. These are too technical to 
discuss in this place, but to me they 
are equally unconvincing. The point 
fhat I desire to emphasize is that a dis- 
carded theory has recently been revived 
in order to bolster up the theory of evo- 
lution. 

Fourteen years ago Prof. Maurice 
Caullery of the Sorbonne wrote (“Le 
Probléme de V’Evolution,” p. 7): “Un- 
doubtedly we feel today farther from 
picturing to ourselves how evolution has 
been effected than I did when a zoologi- 
cal student.” In 1946 we are farther 
off than we were in 1931, because we 
know more about the mechanism of 
heredity. Experiments in the laboratory 
have demonstrated the great stability 
of species. This ig shown in “The Muta- 
tions of Drosophila Melanogaster” (1944), 
by Bridges and Brehme, which is a 
record of the mutations of the little fruit- 
fly upon which scores of zoologists have 
been experimenting. Almost without 
exception the forms bred in the labora- 
tory are defective in some way, and less 
viable than the wild type; all the muta- 
tions that have been produced seem to 
be loss mutations. About 130 wing muta- 
tions have been recorded, and in prac- 
tically all these the wings exhibit some 
defect. Le Dantec compares the work of 
geneticists on this fly to the perform- 
ance of the man who comes on the stage 
wearing thirty-six waistcoats, which are 
then removed one by one. After the 
process the wearer of the waistcoats is 
as much a man as he was when he came 
on the stage; so with Drosophila after 
it has been experimented on for over 
thirty years. 

(To be continued) 


A review of the book, “Men of the Knotted Heart,” by Thomas Cassels 
(J. McKelvie and Sons, Greenoch, Scotland.) 


T WAS said of John Paterson 

Struthers, Scottish pastor in Green- 
ock, that, when he graduated from the 
high school in Glasgow, he had so many 
prizes that a wheelbarrow was required 
to bring them home. Among ‘them was 
the gold medal in Latin and the gold 
medal in Greek. He entered Glasgow 
University at fifteen, and his caréer there 
was equally brilliant. Even before he 
graduated, he was offered a professor- 
ship in Greek in Australia at a salary 
of $3,000 a year. He declined—to be- 
come a pastor of the Reformed Presby- 
terian, or Covenanter, Church at $400 
annually, raised later to $1,000. 

All his life he was minister, serving a 


By ERNEST GORDON 


poor church. When, in later years, the 
University of Glasgow offered him (to- 
gether with James Denny) the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity, he declined it, 
saying, whimsically, “J. P. Struthers, 
D.D., would look like a man with a nose 
far too big for his face.” The comment 
of one of his ministerial colleagues was 
equally delightful: 

“T have an old lady in my congrega- 
tion whose son sent her home from 
China a magnificent shawl. She keeps 
it shut up in her drawer, and has never 
worn it once. She says, ‘It’s ower grand 
for me, but it’s real nice to feel I can 
be grand if I like.’ Struthers knows he 
could have been Dr. Struthers had he 
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liked, and that is enough and quite 
enough to his mind.” 

And what a pastor! Friend of the 
needy and the fallen! Having nothing, 
but ever giving—to the poor, to the 
church, to the Bible Society, to mis- 
sions. He loved his garden, and all 
his life left roses and posies on the low 
wall by the street for any who wished 
a flower. His wider parish were the 
readers of his devotional paper, Morn- 
ing Watch, small in size, great in riches 
of exposition and spiritual guidance. It 
was read all over Scotland, not only for 
its piety but for its learning. skill, and 
humor. Also, often, for its verse of 
happy, homely quality, as the following, 
for example: 

When Mother sets the table cloth 

With all her pretty ware, 
The children know she plights her troth; 
There’s dinner in the air. 
So all our fears our Father stills 
In *springtime’s chilly morn. 
The God who sends the daffodils 
Will not forget the corn. 

For twenty-seven years this was, in 
its way, one of the foremost Christian 
periodicals in the world. The labor and 
strain of refining out such gold can, as 
his biographer says, “only be known by 
those who know what labor choice things 
cost. One can find clover in armfuls 
in July, but to bring home a few sprays 
of four leaves one must spend hours 
in search.” 





IS preaching was often quaint in 

its humorous turns, but with re- 
straint on humor. When Dr. John Mc- 
Neil preached to his fellow Scots, there 
was much talk of his taking his humor 
into the pulpit with him. Someone 
asked Mr. Davidson, a friend of 
Struthers, if he ever were tempted to 
do that. “Yes, often,” he returned, “but 
I don’t do it, for I say to my fun, as 
Abraham said to his young men, ‘Abide 
ye here with the ass; and I and the lad 
will go yonder and worship, and come 
again to you.” 

Only among a people with knowledge 
of the Bible could the Biblical word 
be made to fit the occasion in so subtly 
surely a way. There was a Christian 
jeweler in Greenock, and Struthers, 
straying into his shop, said with affected 
distress, “Vanity of vanities!” ‘The wise 
old man behind the counter smiled batk, 
and returned:. 

“At home and at worship we are go- 
ing through Genesis. And this very 
morning it happened that, in due course, 
we had come to where Abraham sent 
Eliezer his servant to get a wife for 
his son Isaac, and I read that there were 
both earrings and bracelets in Eliezer’s 
bag—jewels of gold and jewels of sil- 
ver.” 

And for another text well applied, 
take the reply of the same man to 
Struthers, who one day found him dress- 
ing his showcases, arranging the pretty 
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things there to advantage. He made 
some remark on the very secular em- 
ployment, upon. which the other coun- 
tered with .a text from Proverbs, “Be 


‘thou diligent to know the state of thy 


flocks, and look well to thy herds.” 





HEN he came into the _ pulpit, 

Struthers’ quaintness was not left 
behind, but it gave an originality to.his 
devoutness. The clock over the pulpit 
bore the inscription in Greek, Erchetai 
Nuzx (Night cometh), and he lived and 
taught under the sign of this verse. A 
sentence is quoted from one of his pul- 
pit prayers, a humble and unforgettable 
reference to the second parable of Luke 
15, “Lord, if we have not a place in thy 
purse let us be found among the sweep- 
ings of the floor.” And, commenting on 
the story of the swine of Gadara, he 
suggested that Christ was perhaps doing 
a mercy to some prodigal in taking away 
his occupation and making him come to 
Himself, a daring imaginative explana- 
tion of the narrative of Luke 8. Then 
he went on to speak of these fallen 
spirits who asked to be sent into the 
swine: 

“To hear beings, once angels that sang 
in the presence of God, to hear them 
wish to enter into swine, to know a 
swine’s heart, to know a swine’s en- 
joyment, that’s an awful thing. I can- 
not help but feel that, in thus entering 
into swine, they wished it because they 
saw in it a new way of vexing God. 
They had entered into man, but they 
had had no dominion over the creatures, 
and now they saw a chance.” 

And of the five sparrows sold for two 
farthings in Luke 12, he says: “Not 
one of them is forgotten before Him. 


_He permit them, as the Psalmist tells 


us, to find a house where. they might 
lay their young, ‘even thine altars, O 
Lord. of hosts, my King, and my God.’ 
But mice. come closer to Him still, for 
do we not read in the Book of Sampel 
how the mice of gold were put in a 
little coffer and the coffer was laid be- 
side the very Ark of the Covenant, close 
by the Mercy Seat and the Cherubim?” 





-F THE story of Paul’s conversion and 
of Peter’s meeting with Cornelius 
are indications of supernatural care, of 
divine planning. Paul is sent to Ananias, 
‘nd Ananias is made ready to receive 
him. A similar program is. divinely 
worked out for Peter the Jew and Cor- 
nelius the Roman. Does God speak in 
this way? Does He intervene and ar- 
range and notify? Some are troubljed 
at the thought, who perhaps have not 
yet had such experiences. But-Struthers 
had had them, and the following might 
fit in a Book of Acts for our day: 

A member of’his church had been 
ill and had had many things to distress 
him. He felt so weak on the morning 
of the Lord’s Day that he went back 
to bed. He fell asleep and dreamed. 
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In his dream he accused God of not 
caring for him, since He had allowed 
all these things to happen to him. But 
the answer came in his dream, “I have 
graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands.” He awoke, looked at his own 
hands, and said, “Well, I don’t think I 
could forget a man if I had his name 
engraven there. I am only finite, and 
God is infinite.” He got up, dressed, 
and went to the afternoon service at 
the church. He arrived a little late as 
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Struthers was reading out of the text, 
“I have graven thee upon the palms of 
my hands,” and commenting upon it 
thus: “Very possibly there are people 
here accusing God of not caring for 
them. I am certain there is at least 
one, and God’s own answer to him is 
this, ‘I have graven thee upon the palms 
of my hands.’” Struthers adds that he 


Choral Reading for Children Fe 9 i945 


An effective activity valuable for memorizing and teamw Paigin® 


OR a number of years, we have been 

working on various activities for 
children. A special problem has been 
to provide something they would enjoy, 
and which they could present in pro- 
gram form to the whole church. In our 
search, we stumbled upon the possibil- 
ity of using the choral reading, both 
as an educational method and as a pro- 
gram feature. 

Choral reading is the rendering of a 
reading by a number of people very 
much as a special musical number is 
rendered by a choir. Sometimes there 
are solo parts, and again there must be 
moving force in unison reading. The 
variations of emphasis are quite as ef- 
fective as in a well-rendered anthem. 

We found that the Bible offers many 
possibilities in this field. Many passages 
are so moving and forceful that they 
are easily adapted. The variation of 
expression and voices add to the general 
effectiveness of choral reading. 

For a long time it was- thought that 
these readings could only be perfected 
by trained speakers, and that they were 
quite beyond the .reach of children’s 
minds and abilities. However, we dis- 


‘covered that there have been few things 


which the children grasp so readily and 
render so perfectly. In our recent Va- 
cation Church School, we tried choral 
reading with our Primaries. And when 
the final program was presented the 
reading was the most effective feature 
on a program including Beginners, Pri- 
maries, Juniors, and Intermediates. And 
this is not meant to disparage the efforts 
of the others. 

One of the particular values of this 


. type of training is that teachers do not 


need special training or instructions to 
train children for choral readings. . A 
knowledge of rhythm or natural rhythm 
is the most important factor. Of course 
training in music or speech is helpful, 
but is not necessary. Our workers who 
trained thé thirty boys and girls had 
little training in music and none in 
speech. Yet they did a fine piece of 
work, because of the simplicity of the 
task of preparing a choral reading. The 
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main thing was practice, and “the chil- 
dren’s reading did much to determine 
the final form their effort would take. 

Another advantage of choral readings 
is that there is no necessity of costumes 
and scenery or background. Energies 
of directors can be concentrated on the 
task at hand. Perfection is easier 
reached than in any other endeavor. 
The hard-pressed children’s leaders will 
find much in choral reading. 

Choral readings are excellent in the 
promotion of the goal of teamwork. In 
our experience, the boys and girls real- 
ized that each one was important. 
They just had to be together. In no 
other endeavor have we observed a bet- 
ter spirit. 

In this, every child can participate 
actively. It is much more than putting 
a costume on some and letting them 
serve as background. They have words 
to say, as important as the whole read- 
ing. There are no jealousies, and few 
instances of stage fright. 

We found these readings especially 
valuable in aiding memory training. 
After a very few readings, each child 
could recite the whole text without dif- 
ficulty, and there was real satisfaction 
to all concerned that something requir- 
ing united effort and voice should prove 
so helpful, and at the same time, require 
so little of training and practice to pro- 
duce. 

For our Primaries we used an adapta- 
tion of the Ten Commandments as follows. 
Instructions are shown in parentheses: 

Strong ‘solo voice—‘And God spake 
all these words, saying, I am the Lord 
thy God, which have brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage.” 

All (with force)—“Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me.” 

Boys (medium voice)—“Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above,” 

Boy (solo)—“Or that is in the earth 
beneath,” 

All boys—“Or that is in the water 
under the earth.” 
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All boys arf girls (with feeling) — 
“Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them: for I the. Lord 
thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion ‘of them that hate me; and shew- 
ing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love me, and keep my command- 
ments.” 

Girls (with deliberation) — “Thou 


shalt not take the name of the Lord: 


thy God in vain;” 

Girl (solo)—“For the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless” 

All boys and girls (loud and rapid) 
—*“That taketh his name in vain.” 

One boy and-one girl with good 
voices—‘“Remember the sabbath day, to 
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 
labour, and do all thy work:” 

All together—“But the seventh day is 
the sabbath of the Lord thy God:” 

Crisp voice—“In it thou shalt not do 
any work.” 

Unison—“Honour thy father and thy 
mother: ” 

High-pitched solo voice—“That thy 
days may be long-upon the land” 

Unison—“Which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee.” 

Boys—“Thou shalt not kill.” 

Harmony of all voices—“Thou shalt 
not commit adultery.” 

Girls—“Thou shalt not steal.” 

Select girl voice—“Thou shalt not 
bear false witness against thy neigh- 
bour.” 

All together (with force)—“Thou 
shalt not covet ... any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s.” 

The effect of the Primary Department’s 
rendering of the Ten Commandments 
was better than the more musical Twen- 
ty-third Psalm, which was arranged as 
follows: 


All—“The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shal]. not want.” 

Boys—“He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures:” 

Girls—“He leadeth me beside the 
still waters.” 

Solo, boy or girl—“He restoreth my 
soul:” 

All—“He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake.” 

Right half—“Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of” 

Lone low voice—“Death,” 

Stronger voice—“I will fear no evil:” 

All together—“For thou art with 
me;” 

Left half of readers—“Thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me.” 

Boys—“Thou preparest a table before 
me in the presence of mine enemies:” 

Girls—“Thou anointest my head with 
oil;” 

Loud voice, solo—“My cup runneth 
over.” 

All together (with great force and 
emphasis—“Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life: 
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and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord [a good pause, and more quietly] 
for ever.” 


Enough was seen to realize that here 
was something that could be used read- 
ily and often with children. 

There is no limit to materials avail- 
able for choral readings. The Bible is 
full of poetic passages that can be 
adapted and presented. The Psalms are 
especially good for rendering, but no 
more so than the “Hymn of Creation,” 
from Genesis, or the “servant” passages 
from Isaiah, Paul’s love hymn in‘1 Cor- 
inthians, or “The Sermon on the Mount.” 
In fact, any passage of Scripture, which 
is beloved and meaningful, can be used 
with great profit for all. 

SiLmeLt, La. 
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Raising Money 
for the Sunday School 
By Howard Ball 


UR Sunday school has an average 

attendance of about 130. Years ago 
we had to be careful about expendi- 
tures in order to come out even with 
collections. Someone was inspired to 
suggest that we devote the collections 
which came on the first Sunday of every 
month to the cause of missions. Since 
that time we have had money over and 
above all our needs, and we use the 
best without being too careful. At pres- 
ent we have five hundred dollars in the 
bank, which we hope to use in enlarging 
our quarters when. war restrictions are 
lifted. , 

It goes without saying that we do not 
use worldly methods in raising money. 
We make one mild appeal for a White 
Christmas offering, which is an an- 
nouncement that such an offering will 
be taken and given to some worthy 
cause, an orphans’ home usually. This 
offering runs around fifty dollars. 

Crockett, CALIF. 
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Archaeological Light 
on the 
Lesson for March 3, 1946 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 
Associate Prof. of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


The Hittites (Josh. 1:4) 


HEN God described to Joshua the 

extent of the Promised Land, He 
said that it would run up to the River 
Euphrates in the region of the land of 
the Hittites (Josh. 1:4). This is one of 
many references to the Hittites in the 
Bible. They are mentioned in about 
forty Scripture passages, and the word 
“Hittite” actually occurs forty-eight 
times.1 Scholars of the past generation, 





1See listing in Young’s “Analytical - Con- 
cordance to the Bible,”’ p. 485. 
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such as F. W. Newman,2 have doubted, 
and, in some cases, even denied the ex- 
istence of the Hittites, because secular 
history gave no particular evidence of 


* such a people. 


Archaeological discoveries during the 
late nineteenth century gave evidence of 


a people referred to in the Egyptian 


archaeological monuments..as “Kheta” 
and in the Assyrian inscriptions as “Kha- 
at-tu.”3 In 1876, the English scholar, 
A. H. Sayce, realized that these people 
were the same as the Hittites of the 
Bible. Some scholars were still skeptical 
of the greatness of the Hittite empire, 
but, in 1906, the German scholar, Hugo 
Winckler, went to Asia Minor and ex- 
plored the site of Boghaz-Koi (located 
about one hundred miles east of Ankara, 
the present-day capital of Turkey), 
which proved to be the capital of the 
great Hittite empire. Winckler found 
many clay tablets written by the Hit- 
tites, including a treaty between the 
Hittite king named Hattusil and the 
Egyptian king, Ramses II (1292-1225 
B.C.). 

After the discoveries of Winckler, no 
one could say any longer that the Hit- 
tites were either mythical or insignificant. 
A liberal scholar,. Millar’ Burrows of 
Yale, recently acknowledged that for- 
merly the Hittites were “hardly more 
than a name to us,” but that since the 
publication of the archives of Boghaz- 
Koi, a whole new chapter concerning 
Western Asia has opened up (particu- 
larly in regard to the Hittites).4 The 
Biblical indications concerning the Hit- 
tites are solidly confirmed by much addi- 
tional material discovered since the days 
of Winckler. 


The. Gods of Canaan (Josh. 23:7) 
FTER the conquest of Canaan, Joshua 
gave his last counsels to the Chil- 
dren of Israel, and particularly charged 
them not to pay heed to the gods of the 
pagan people of Canaan and the sur- 
rounding areas. The Israelites were 
neither to mention these gods, nor to 
swear by them, nor to serve them, nor 

to bow down to them (Josh. 23:7). 
Archaeological discoveries have given 
us definite light on the gods of the Ca- 
naanites and the surrounding peoples. 
During the nineteenth century, the 
Moabite Stone was found over to the 
east of the Dead Sea. It contained an 
inscription made about 850 B.C. by King 
Mesha of the Moabites (who is refer- 
red to in the Bible in 2 Kings 3:4, 5). 
King Mesha tells us about his god, 





2“‘Hebrew Monarchy,” pp. 184, 185, cited by 
M. G. Kyle, “Archaeology and Criticism,” 
“International Standard Bible Encyclopedia,” 
Pp. 231. 

2G. A. Barton, “Archaeology and the Bible,” 
Philadelphia, American Sunday-School Union, 
7th edition, 1937, p. 74. 

‘Millar Burrows, ‘“‘What Mean These 
Stones?” New Haven, American Schools 
Oriental Research, 1941, p. 254. : 


(Continued on page 140) 
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LESSON 9. MARCH 3. A PEOPLE FINDING A HOMELAND 


International Uniform Lesson.—Joshua; printed text, 1:1-4; 23:1-11 
Golden Text.—Thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land which he hath given thee.—Deut. 8:10 


Kinc James VERSION 

Josh. 1:1 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the Lorp 
it came to pass, that the Lorp spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses’ minister, saying, 

2 Mcses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this 
Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give 
to them, even to the children of Israel. 

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that 
have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto 
the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your 
coast, 

Chap 23:1 And it came to pass a long time after that the Lorp 
had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round about, 
that Joshua waxed old and stricken in age. 

2 And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their elders, and fdr 
their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers, and 
said unto them, I am old and stricken in age: 

3 And ye have seen all that the Lorp your God hath done 
unto all these nations because of you; for the Lorp your God is 
he that hath fought for you. . 

4 Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these nations that 


* remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from Jordan, with 


all the nations that I have cut off, even unto the great sea 
westward. 

5 And the Lory your God, he shall expel them from before 
you, and drive them from out of your sight; and ye shall possess 
their land, as the Lory your God hath promised unto you. 

6 Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that 
is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not 
aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left; 

7 That ye come not- among these nations, these that remain 
among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, 
nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow your- 
selves unto them: 

8 But cleave unto the Lorp your God, as ye have done unto 
this day. 

9 For the Lorn hath driven out from before you great nations 
and strong: but as for you, no man hath been able to stand 
before you unto this day. 

10 One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the Lorp your 
God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you. 

11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the 
Lorp your God. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


SHUA is the Book of the inheritance. 
In Exodus we see emphasized the 
great truth of redemption — first by 
blood and then by power. Leviticus 
is the Book of the sanctuary, and sets forth 
the great truths of sanctification and ac- 
cess to God. Numbers gives us the test- 
ing of the people in the wilderness. 
In Deuteronomy we see them as under 
the government of God. Then in the 
Book of Joshua we behold them enter- 
ing into the Land of Promise, into pos- 
session of the inheritance which God had 
given them. The New Testament coun- 
terpart to this is the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, where we are led into our inheri- 
tance in heavenly places in Christ. 
Israel’s inheritance was earthly, and 
the blessings connected with it were of 
an earthly and temporary character, but 
they were typical of that which is ours 
eternally (1 Cor. 10:11). 
In these first chapters of Joshua, we 


. see the redeemed host passing through 


the Jordan dry-shod, entering into the 
Land of Promise, and going forward 
from city to city, overcoming the wicked 
and depraved inhabitants, whom God 
disinherited because of the unspeakable 
corruption into which they had fallen. 
Nothing could impede the progress or 
turn aside the armies of Israel except 
sin. When that was dealt with they were 
invincible, as God had promised (Deut. 
28:2, 7). In this, too, they typify Chris- 
tians. in conflict with Satan and his 
hosts. Theirs were foes of flesh and 
blood. Ours are spiritual enemies, the 


& © % t 


world-rulers of this darkness (Eph. 6: 
12). But these have no power against 
us if we take unto us the whole armor 
of God. - 


The Historical Setting 


After the forty years’ wandering in 
the wilderness, the people of Israel had 
reached the land of Moab on the east 
of the Jordan. There Moses died, and 
Joshua succeeded him, by divine com- 
mand, as leader of their armies. Led 
by him, they crossed the Jordan and 
entered into the land. The time was 
about 1450 B.C. 


Verse by Verse 


Josh. 1:1.—“After the death of Moses 
... the Lord spake unto Joshua.” Joshua 
had been selected by God already (Deut. 
34:9), but now God spoke to him very 
definitely, commanding him to lead the 
people into Canaan. He typifies the risen 
Christ, who leads us into our blessings 
in the heavenlies, as Moses typified 
Christ on earth, made under the Law 
(Gal. 4:4). 


Verse 2—“Now, therefore arise, go 
over this Jordan.” It was Augustine 
who said, “God’s commands are God’s 
enablings.” He who thus commanded 
Joshua could be depended on to see him 
through. The Jordan might seem to be 
an impassable barrier, specially at har- 
vest time (chap. 3:15), byt He who had 
led them through the Red Sea as on 
dry land would do the same at the Jor- 
dan. 


Verse 3.—“Every place that the sole 
of your foot shall tread upon, that have 
I given unto you.” This had been His 
declaration to Moses (Deut. 11:24). -He 
was now about to fulfill it. All the land 


was theirs in title. They were to make 
it theirs practically as they trod upon it in 
faith. Someone has well said, “In spir- 
itual things it is well to have a big foot 
and to put it down often.” God has 
given us all things in Christ. We need 
appropriating faith to make them ours 
practically. 

Verse 4—“From the wilderness . 
unto the great river . . . Euphrates.” 
The dimensions of the land were greater 
than they ever really possessed, until 
the days of David and Solomon (1 Chron. 
18:3; 2 Chron. 9:26) except as nomadic 
bands of Reubenites pastured their flocks 
as far east as the Euphrates (1 Chron. 
5:9). 


Chap. 23:1—“A long time after . 
Joshua waxed old and stricken in age.” 
Nearly twenty-five years had gone by 
and Israel was now settled in the land. 
God had given them rest from their 
enemies. Joshua could look back over a 
life of remarkable achievement as he 
led Israel in obedience to the Word. 


Verse 2.—“Joshua called for all Israel 
.. and said ...I am old and stricken 
in age.” Summoning the leaders of the! 
people before him, the aged leader was 
about to give them a farewell message. 


Verse 3.—“Ye have seen ... the Lord 
your God is he that hath fought for 
you.” He reminded them of the Lord’s 
unfailing faithfulness and of the vic- 


tories they had won as they fought in 


dependence upon His promises. 


Verse 4.—“Behold, I have divided unto 
you by lot these nations that remain.” 
Though much had been accomplished, 
much yet remained to be done. There 
were still Candanites to be dealt with, 
and their land to be possessed. Past 
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victories should be but incentives to 
further conquests in the name of the 
Lord. 


Verse 5.—“The Lord your God ... shall 
expel them ... and ye shall possess 
their land, as the Lord your God hath 
promised :unto you.” The valiant old 
warrior’s confidence in: God and in Is- 
rael’s destiny was as strong as ever. He 
would stir the people up to continue 
the subjugation of the land and to take 
possession of it all, in obedience to the 
Word of God given so long before. 


Verse 6.—“Be ye therefore very cour- 
ageous to keep and to do all that is 
written ... turn not aside.” It takes 
real courage to stand firmly for the right 
and to resist every attempt to turn one 
aside from what conscience and the 
Word of God dictate. Joshua stressed 
the importance of such soldierly adher- 
ence to the revealed testimony that Je- 
hovah had given. We need the same 
heroism today as we are called upon 
to contend earnestly “for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints” 
(Jude 3). 


Verse 7—“Come not among these 
nations . . . neither make mention of 
the name of their gods.” Jehovah called 
Israel to absolute separation from the 
heathen nations, who had dwelt in Ca- 
naan before they themselves entered it. 
Compromise would mean ruin. Faith- 
fulness to the Lord demanded that there 
be no playing fast and loose with idol- 
atry in any form. They were to be a 
holy people, separated unto the God who 
had redeemed them and who had given 
them their inheritance according to His 
promise. 


Verse 8.—“Cleave unto the Lord your 
God.” Only as they did this would they 
be sure of His continued favor. In the 
early days of the church, we find Barna- 
bas exhorting young Christians to the 
same purpose (Acts 11:23). 


Verse 9—“No man hath been able to 
stand before you.” This was because 
God acted for them as they obeyed His 
Word. Only as they continued in this 
course would they have continual and 
ultimate victory, over every foe. The path 
of obedience is the road to triumph over 
the enemies of the Lord. 


Verse 10.—“The Lord your God, he 
it is that fighteth for you.” This was 
in accordance with the promise made 
to Moses (Deut. 32:30) and now reiter- 
ated through Joshua. Success was to 
be dependent upon obedience. 


Verse 11—“Take good heed therefore 
. . . that ye love the Lord your God.” 
This was all-important. So long as God’s 
will was supreme in their lives, and 
their hearts beat true to Him in loving 
devotion, there would be no enemy able 
to. stand against them. It is a lesson we 
may well take to ourselves as we think 
of our spiritual foes. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. February 24.—What Makes a Peo- 
ple Great—Religion in the Home. 
‘ Deuteronomy 5 to 34 
Next Week’s Lesson 
10. March 10.—A People in Confusion. 
Judges 








The Heart of the Lesson 


Faith relies upon God’s Word and acts * 


upon His commandments, considering no 
difficulties too great to be overcome if 
He has bidden His people go forward. 
No spiritual foes are strong enough to 
thwart His purposes of blessing if we 
press on in confidence that He will fulfill 
His promises.’ All that we need is cour- 
age and obedience. If these are lacking, 
we shall be defeated, but where they 
characterize us as believers we shall 
triumph over every foe. 


Lesson Outline 
CLAIMING AN INHERITANCE 
. The divine command (chap. 1:1, 2) 
. The promised inheritance (vs. 3, 4) 
. The invincibility of faith (v. 5) 
. The necessity of strength and courage 
(v. 6) 
MAINTAINING THE INHERITANCE 


. God’s promises fulfilled (chap. 23: 1-5) 
2. Responsibility to maintain obedience 
and separation (vs. 6-9) 


3. God’s promise renewed (vs. 10, 11) 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Seven Nations of Canaan. To 
many it has seemed strange that God 
should have told Joshua to destroy the 
Canaanites in order that Israel might 
possess their land. But these nations 
were so corrupt that Palestine had be- 
come a plague spot morally, which was 
affecting rapidly all the surrounding 
peoples: The vilest and filthiest prac- 
tices characterized these nations, coupled 
with the grossest and most sensual forms 
of idolatry (Lev. 20:23). So long as 
there was any possible hope of recovery, 
God would not permit Israel to go in. 
Not until the iniquity of the Amorites 
was full and all hope gone did. He com- 
mand their utter destruction (see Gen. 
15: 16). 

Canaan a Type of Our Inheritance. 
Israel was blessed with all temporal 
blessings in earthly places in the land 
of Canaan. We are blessed with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
in Christ. Canaan speaks, then, not of 
Heaven as such, but of the heavenlies, 
the sphere of our blessings now. The 
enemies who contested Israel’s occupa- 
tion of the land speak of the spiritual 
forces of evil which would keep. us out 
of our enjoyment of our present priv- 
ileges. Jordan is a type, not of physical 


death, but of our death with Christ, 


through which we enter into the realiza- 
tion of these blessings. 
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Applications and Summaries 

Joshua is the Hebrew name for Jesus 
(Heb. 4:8). It means Jehovah the Sav- 
iour. Jesus is an Anglicization of the 
Greek form of the name. 

It was an Irishman who said, “If God 
commands me to jump through a stone 


wall, it’s my business to jump and His 


to open the wall.” 

When God commanded Joshua to go 
up and take the land, it must have 
looked like a hopeless project for a com- 
pany of wandering nomads to defeat the 
entrenched armies of the Canaanites, but 
He who gave the orders provided the 
strength for the conflict. 

Very few of us have really entered 
into full possession of our inheritance in 
Christ. We are content to enjoy: the 
borders of the land when we might be 
participating in all the riches of its hills 
and valleys. 

In the Book of Obadiah we read of a 
coming day when “the house of Jacob 
shall possess their possessions” (v. :17). 
This will be when they are restored. to 
the land and converted to God. Then 
they will claim all the vast inheritance 
that God gave them originally, but 
which they never fully enjoyed. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


O WHAT New Testament Epistle does 
the Book of Joshua answer; and why? 


2. What preparation did Joshua have 
for his task as leader? 


3. What outstanding commands were 
given to Israel and to Joshua, their: leader? 


4. Why did God command Israel to de- 
stroy the Canaanites? 


5. What do the enemies Israel met in 
Canaan typify? 


6. Why did Israel fail to conquer the 
tribes of Canaan? 


7. Why do we, as Christians, fail to take 
all God has for us, all our possessions? 


8. Of whom is Joshua a type? 
(Answers on page 136) 


We 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions upon which 
illustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Tilustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper s e, readers are ‘asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Glad, But Not Grateful—Thou shalt 
bless the Lord thy God, for the good 
land which he hath given thee (Deut. 
8:10, Golden Text). Stanford Cobb, 


missionary to Persia, helped me in an- 
other way. Said he, “Do you ever feel 
thankful when God blesses you?” “Al- 
ways.” “Did you ever tell Him so?” 
“Well, I don’t know that I have.” “Well, 
try it, my young friend, try ‘it. Tell 
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Lesson for March 3 


Him so. Tell Him aloud; tell Him so 
that you are sure you will hear it your- 
self.” That was a new revelation. I 
found :I had only been glad, not grate- 
ful. I have been telling Him with grate- 
ful feelings ever since, to my soul’s help 
and comfort.—From Alliance Weekly. 
Sent by Katherine MacDonald, Omaha, 
Nebr. 


Why the Twisting Way?—Every place 
that the sole of your foot shall tread 
upon, that have I given unto you, as I 
said unto Moses (Josh. 1:3). 
We climbed the height by the zigzag path 
And wondered why — until 

We understood it was made zigzag 
To break the force of the hill. 

A road straight up would prove too steep 
For the traveler’s feet to tread; 

The thought was kind in its wise design 
Of a zigzag path instead. 

It is often so in our daily life; 
We fail to understand 

That the twisting way our feet must tread 
By love alone was planned. 

Then murmur not at the winding way, 
It is our Father's will 

To lead us Home by the zigzag path, 

To break the force of the hill. 
—From “Springs in the Valley.” Sent 
by Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


The Smallest Against the Mightiest.— 
All the land of the Hittites (Josh. 1:4). 
Jehovah deliberately names the mighti- 
est nation of the entire group to be 
dispossessed, and promises that Israel 
shall have “all the land” occupied by 
this nation. Now the astonishing thing 
is that not so many years ago the un- 
believing critics of the Bible not only 
scoffed:at the importance which is as- 
signed to the Hittites in the Bible, but 
actually raised the question as to 


whether such a people ever existed.- 


Then in 1906 came the great archaeolo- 
gist Winckler and unearthed a large 
number of Hittite monuments which re- 
vealed that this people was one of the 
mightiest nations of antiquity, compa- 
rable to Babylon and Egypt, with whom 
they fought on equal terms for the 
hegemony of the ancient world. To tell 
Israel that they were to take “all the 
land of the Hittites” would be like tell- 
ing little Switzerland she would be able 
to conquer Germany with Italy thrown 
in for good measure! It was an aston- 
ishing promise. But no promise of God 
is impossible of appropriation. When 
will Christians learn this truth?—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by Ruth B. 
McDowell, Schenectady, N. Y. 


Best Years.—Joshua waxed old (Josh. 
23:1). When I was seventeen, I used 
to cut timber with my eighty-year-old 
grandfather, Nathan Hylton. His hair 
was as thick and white as clean sheep 
wool. Six feet tall and weighing two 
hundred pounds, his shoulders were 
broader than the length of his axe han- 
dle. His arms rippled with muscles 
knottier and harder than the oak we 
cut. After Grandpa’d get warmed up, 
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he’d work stripped to the waist; many 
a winter day I’ve seen sweat run from 
his face into his beard and freeze into 
icicles. “Grandpa, when were your best 
years?” I once asked him as I stopped 
to get my wind on the other end of the 
crosscut saw. “Son, they’ve all been 
good years,” Grandpa said. “But ‘spect 
I was a better man,” he went on, taking 
a firmer grip on the saw handle, “be- 
tween fifteen and seventy-five.”—From 
Lt. (J.G.) Jesse Stuart (Washington, 
D..C.), in the Reader’s Digest. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


When God Brings Men to Judgment. 
—And ye have seen all that the Lord 


your God hath done unto all these 


nations because of you *(Josh. 23:3). 
George Tucker, European correspondent 
for a press association, writes from Lux- 
embourg that the top Nazis and supposed 
iron men who built and bossed the Ger- 
man military machine are going to 
pieces morally and physically as they 
await the war-crimes trials. Hermann 
Goering never has recovered from the 
abject fear of death he showed when 
first brought in. Robert Ley, one-time 
overlord of German workmen, has shown 
a marked physical and moral deteriora- 
tion. (This was reported in September 
—since then he has been a suicide.) 
Streicher, who now professes to have 
decided that Jews should be allowed to 
live, wanders around disconsolately in 
Ley’s company. Hans Frank, Nazi chief- 
tain in Poland, vacillates between hys- 
teria and scorn, crying out, “I’m a crim- 
inal!” The deterioration is apparent in 
the general officers who planned and 
helped execute the most ruthless war in 
history. They accepted defeat on the 
battlefidld, but when the symbols of 
their power — their batons — were taken 
away, they went to pieces. They distrust 
each other. They go into hysterics at 
the slightest thing. They have made 
the most piteous and at the same time 
the most arrogant appeals and demands 
to the victors that their batons be re- 
stored to them as “honorable enemies.” 
These could only be the symbols of an 
authority which has now flown, but 
which is dearer to them than life itself. 
And what will it be when they appear 
before the judgment bar of God?— 
Adapted from Now (Sept. 7, 1945) and 
from newspaper clippings. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Lincoln, Nebr. 


When He Strikes Off the Chains.—The 
Lord your God, he it is that fighteth 
for you (Josh. 23:10). Some few years 
ago I was a tobacco slave. I sat chained 
until I met Jesus. As I beheld His match- 
less beauty, it seemed as though He 
became a looking glass, in which I could 
see myself as I really was, and I was 
ashamed in His presence. It seemed as 
if He were going to pass me by. With 
tears streaming down my face, I cried, 


“O Lord, what shall I do?” In loving- 
. 
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kindness and with tender mercy He said, 
“Fear not, for I shall deliver thee, just 
believe.” Taking Him at His word, I 
discovered the whole desire was gone! 
He is able to deliver, through His own 
precious blood, not only from tobacco, 
but from the guilt and power of all sin. 
—From Roy D. Woodall, U. S. Navy. 
Shortened, from Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Maggie Elizabeth Evans, Canton, 
Okla. 

we ~ 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Moses my servant is dead; now there- 
fore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, 
and all this people” (Josh. 1:2).—We 
are frequently reminded that in tem- 
poral things, the death of the workman 
spells the end of the work. 

We were being shown a gorgeously 
colored window in one of the Old 
World’s cathedrals on one occasion, 
when the guide exclaimed, “Oh, how 
we should like to secure more such 
windows !” 

To draw him out we asked, “Why don’t 
you?” He said, “We can’t.” We in- 
quired, “Why not—short of funds?” 

“It’s not money that is at fault,” he 
said; “but such windows can only be 
made by the artist who designed and 
perfected that one, and he carried the 
secret and art with him to the grave!” 

Many of the world’s workmen have 
carried the secret of their success with 
them into the silence of the tomb. 

But, in divine things, when the worker 
falls asleep in Jesus Christ, and when 
the Lord desires that work furthered, 
it goes on. A new worker is raised 
up, and the work may enter a new 
phase; but on it goes! 

We have in mind a certain worker 
who carried on an important phase of 
the Lord’s work in the Middle West. 
In due time, the worker went Home 
to be with the Lord, and it was feared 
by those chiefly concerned, that it was 
next to impossible to find a new worker 
to carry on. But fervent prayers were 
made, for all seemed to be specially 
conscious of the necessity of leaning 
heavily on the Lord, and of counting 
completely on Him in the emergency. 
The Lord heard and answered and a 
new worker appeared on the scene. At 
the end of the year of the new admin- 
istration, the person who was especially 
concerned said, “The other worker was 
so satisfactory that I didn’t think an im- 
provement possible, but this new worker, 
under the blessing of the Lord, is greatly 
superior to the other !” 

But do not misunderstand the point. 
It is not always true that the new work- 
man proves superior to the old. The 
new phase of the work does not always 
excel the old. (See Ezra 3:8-13 and 
Haggai 2:1-9.) What we are emphasiz- 
ing from the lesson is the fact that when 
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the Lord removed Moses, He had Joshua 
at hand to carry His work to new 
lengths. And He has His work for each 
one of us to do if we will but allow 
Him to choose for us. May we be will- 
ing to fit into His plan whether the 
task is great or small. 
“Father, where shall I work today?” 
And my love flowed warm and free. 
Then He pointed me toward a tiny spot 
And said, “Tend that for Me.” 
I answered quickly, “Oh, no, not that! 
Why, no one would ever see, 
No matter how well my work was done — 
Not that: little place for me.” 
And the word He spoke, it was not stern, 
He answered me tenderly: 
“Ah, little one, search that heart of thine; 
Art thou working for them or Me? 
Nazareth was a little place, 
And so was Galilee.” 


“Every place that the sole of your 
foot shall tread upon, that have I given 
unto you” (v. 3).—The boundaries of 
the Promised Land were very definitely 
and accurately given by God (v. 4); but 
for the actual possession and enjoyment 
of the land, the people must walk 
through it. 


They must put foot on it, and in so 
doing would not only see its beauties 
and realize its resources, but they would 
also discover the enemy and learn some- 
thing of his strength, and appreciate 
and appropriate the help and power of 
God for victory. How sadly they failed 
in the matter of walking expeditions! 


By the goodness of God it has been 
my happy privilege to hike thousands 
of miles spreading the Gospel of Christ, 
at home and abroad — and mostly alone. 
For various reasons some persons can- 
not walk — many others do not care to 
walk. 


When automobiles were not as numer- 
ous on the roads as at present, drivers 
would stop beside me, swing open a door, 
and say, “Jump in!” When I would say, 
“No, thank you, I’m walking today,” 
sqgme of them would close the door and 
drive on; but numbers of others would 
argue with me over the uselessness of 
walking. 

They would ask: “Are you walking 
on a wager?” “Are you walking for a 
record?” “Are you walking fos your 
health?” Downright determination was 
necessary to carry out one’s purpose to 
walk. 

How often and how far do we as be- 
lievers walk in the energy of the Spirit 
“in the heavenlies” into which we have 
been brought? (Eph. 1:3.) What do 
we know, practically, of its wealth, its 
beauties, its conflict and victories? 


“Be ye therefore very courageous to 
keep and to do all that is written in the 
book of the law of Moses” (chap. 23:6). 
—This is one of the great principles of 
spiritual life and energy. It means the 
receiving of God’s Word, submission to 
that Word, diligent study of that Word, 
taking it as an unfailing guide and hav- 
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ing courage to do so because of the ex- 
hortation and promise of God. 

“For the Lord your God, he it is that 
fighteth for you, as he hath promised 
you” (v. 10).—This is the second great 
principle of life and -energy—a con- 
sciousness of the assured presence of 
the unfailing, all-sufficient power of God, 
so that nothing can stand before us in 
the way of evil power. 

“Fear not: for they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them” 
(2 Kings 6:16). 

“Greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 

“If God be for us, who can be against 
us?” (Rom. 8:31.) 

The confidence with which the small 
boy goes to school—or on an errand 
— when his big brother is with him is 
as nothing compared to the confidence 
believers have going through this scene, 
conscious of thepresence of the Greatest 
of all, who is for, with, and in us! 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Sorigpuse: 


Home in a New Land 
(Josh. 1:1-4; 24:14, 15, 24, 28) 


OW many of you children have 

moved from one house to another 
in the same town? Almost all of you 
have. And what a time it was! Every- 
thing had to be gotten in shape to go 
on the truck. And all your playthings 
were packed in a box somewhere, but 
nobody could tell you where. 

But how many of you had to move 
on the train? Or your things all had 
to be boxed and crated to go on the 
freight train, and you had to stay at 
grandmother’s or auntie’s for a few 
days,.and then you went in your car 
to your new home? Your things had 
to be put in a truck and brought from 
the train to your house, and all un- 
boxed and set up in this different house. 
You didn’t like it in this new house, for 
you’ didn’t know anybody in this new 
town. 

Our story today is about moving to a 
new country, across a great river, that 
God opened up and made a dry path 
right through the water so that the 
Children of Israel walked through with- 
out getting even their feet wet. But 
this wasn’t just one family moving, it 
was hundreds of families moving to- 
gether. They had been all traveling 
together to this new home for more 
years than the little boys and girls could 
remember. They had lived in tents, and 
moved from one place to another very 
often, but they always had the same 
next-door neighbors. In fact, their 
camps all looked just alike, because 
the Tabernacle was set up first, then 
Moses’ and Aaron’s tents in front of it, 
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and the priests’ and Levites’ tents in 
the same place. Then every tribe had 
its own.place to set up its banner, and 
every family knew just where its tent 
belonged. If you had started from Sinai 
living in Judah neighborhood, on Street 
No. 1, your address in every camp would 
be just the same. So, of course, the 
other boys and girls on the street were 
the same ones you had always known. 

God had led them by the pillar of 
cloud by day, and fire by night, all the 
way from Egypt. Moses had died, and 
now their leader was Joshua. 

God had promised to give them this 
great new land, from the great sea to 
the great river. Every place where 
they marched in was to be theirs. 

Their leader, Joshua, led them from 
one place to another, and they chose 
new homes where they wanted to live. 
They no longer had to live in tents, but 
they could settle down and build houses 
and towns in places they liked. 

All his life Joshua led them, until he 
was an old man. Then he called the 
people together and talked to them, 
making them remember all the things 
God had done for them. He begged 
of them to serve and worship God only, 
never the idols the heathen people wor- 
shiped. 

They promised, but they forgot so soon. 

I wonder if you do the same way. You 
go to Sunday school and learn about 
Jesus, and what He wants you to do. 
Then you come home and forget about 
it all, and get into mischief and trouble. 

Maybe some of you are in a new town, 
and you haven’t even found a Sunday 
school. God wants you in a Sunday 
school, serving Him, so you find one 
as quickly as you can. God is just as 
anxious to have you in the right place, 
serving Him, as He was for the Children 
of Israel to serve Him. They had a 
leader, Joshua, whose name meant Sav- 
iour. You can have a Leader, too. His 
name is Jesus Christ, Lord and Saviour. 
You can believe in Him and decide to 
obey and follow Him, no matter how 
small you are. 

Whether you are in a new home or 
the old one you’ve always known, choose 
Christ and serve Him. 

Use the Dot-to-Dot picture, or make 
a little paper model of the camp of Is- 
rael. Numbers 1 and 2 will give you 
the position of the tribes. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, Thou didst bring great changes 
into the life of the people of Israel, and 
Thou didst provide a leader for them 
under the new conditions. It has thus 
been Thy providence for Thy people in 
all the years. Thou hast cared for them 
in the midst of their enemies, and Thou 
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hast turned neither to the right nor to 
the left. Thou hast made them a great 
people in the land of their sojourn, as 
they were led on to the land which 
Thou hadst prepared for them. Help 
us to realize as we study this lesson 
Thy loving care of Thy people, for 
Thou hast given them, even since the 
days of Moses, men who were prepared 
by Thee to carry out Thy will. We thank 
Thee, Lord, for all the way by which 
Thou hast been leading us. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Their great leader, 
Moses, had been called to his Heavenly 
Home. Joshua had been prepared to 
lead the people, and he had given his 
directions to the people as to the land 
that they should occupy. Have not 
directions as to our Homeland been given 


Heaven BOUND 
IT CAN BE BOTH! 














to us under the Lord’s guidance? Have 
you ever seen the crowd on the forward 
deck of an inbound steamer as it came 
near the homeland of those people? See 
them point out the familiar places as 
the shoreline becomes clearer! How 
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they cheer when they see the Statue 
of Liberty and the outline of great build- 
ings overlooking the harbor! Do we 
not say to ourselves, as we watch that 
scene, “We bless the Lord for the good 
land which He hath given us’? Yes, 
we are home again after the long months 
abroad, and we can hardly wait until 
the ship swings round into the dock 
where friends are waiting and flags are 
waving. Then come the greetings from 
friends and family, and the arrange- 
ments of all sorts at the dock. How 
heart-warming are the welcomes as we 
make our way to the homes that await 
us! There will come a day for all of 
us who belong as citizens of that Far 
Country when the brief voyages of life 
are over, and we are in the land of rest. 
Will we not be joined to that joyous 
company of friends who have gone be- 
fore, and who await us with heavenly 
welcomes, and, after the long voyage, 
shall we not join them with thankful 
hearts for all of God’ wonderful good- 
ness to us, and for the glad home of 
His enduring loving-kindness? 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. ye 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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“IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO CAN BE AGAINST US?” 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A New Homeland 
(Josh. 1:1-4; 24:14, 15, 24, 28) 


IRZAH and Michael (imaginary He- 

brew children whom we visited in 
the lesson for February 3) were little 
tots when Moses died. But in later 
years they could clearly remember the 
old, old man, one hundred and twenty 
years old, to whom everyone showed 
the greatest respect. Old men were 
scarce in those days. To be sure, there 
was Joshua and there was Caleb, who 
were both in their eighties. But who 
could think of another that old? Tir- 
zah and Michael could not remember 
their own grandfathers. Both had died 
like the other older men some time dur- 
ing forty years of wandering in the wil- 
derness. Do you remember why? (Re- 
view the lesson for February 10.) Moses, 
too, died before the people went into 
the new land. 

The people missed Moses, on whom 
they depended for God’s directions as 
to what to do. But one day the Lord 
spoke to Joshua, who had been Moses’ 
assistant, “Arise, go over this Jordan, 
thou, and all this people, unto the land 
which I do give to them.” Tirzah could 
remember the excitement of that day 
when the priests carrying the ark of 
God marched right up to the Jordan 
River, and when the feet of the priests 
walked into the water, the water rolled 
back in a heap upstream, and the river 
bed drained dry. Little Tirzah walked 
part of the way on her own little feet, 
but most of the way she was carried 
because she was so little. Michael was 
so very little that he rode all the way. 
But he did remember seeing the priests 
with the ark standing in the middle of 
the river while the thousands of people 
and the cattle passed across. 

While Tirzah and Michael were grow- 
ing up, their father was away from home 
a good deal, fighting in the army to 
drive the heathen Canaanites from the 
land according to God’s directions. 
Thirty-one sings were defeated, and 
their lands taken. The country was 
divided by lot among the different tribes. 
Caleb got special permission to have 
the country around Hebron for his-in- 
heritance—the land where the giant 
Anakims lived—and the giants were 
defeated. 

Then peace came, and the people set- 
tled down in their new homes to enjoy 
the blessings God had given them. Tir- 
zah’s mother was pleased with the good 
foods they could raise. She used to tell 
how Moses had reminded the people of 
something to do when they had eaten 
and were satisfied: “Thou shalt bless 
the Lord thy God for the good land 
which he hath given thee” (Deut. 8: 
10, Memory Verse). 

Time sped by. Tirzah and Michael 
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were now grown up. Joshua was still 
living, a hundred and ten years old. 
Before he died he called the people to 
a great assembly. There he reminded 
them of the goodness God had shown 
to them during the past years. He had 
freed them from slavery in Egypt. He 
had saved them from Pharaoh’s army 
at the Red Sea. He had driven out 
their enemies in the new land. He had 
given them cities which they had not 
built and vineyards and oliveyards 
which they had not planted. Then Joshua 
challenged the people to decide whom 
they would serve, the Lord, or heathen 
idols. Listen to his words (read Josh. 
24:14, 15). Can’t you hear Michael and 
the other men shout, “The Lord our 
God will we serve, and his voice will 
we obey”? (v. 24.) Joshua wrote the 
agreement in their Bible, and the great 
boulder which had heard all these words 
was set under a big oak near the Tab- 
ernacle. 

Do we’have a good land for which we 
should bless God? (Elaborate on this 
theme. On an outline map sketched on 
the blackboard, list things mentioned.) 
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Are we going to serve God or some of 
the idols of our day—Sunday movies, 
swearing, disobedience to parents, smok- 
ing, and so forth? 


Bucksport, MAINE. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Mr. Henry Ford is reée- 

ported to have said in an interview 
that “there is more room at the top 
today” than there ever was before. Of 
course he was referring to. the business 
and industrial top, and he should know, 
for he is up there; but the same could 
be as truly said about the great spiritual 
world in which we live. There is a 
scarcity of real leaders who are willing 
to stand squarely on the Word of God, 
“and having done all, to stand.” A 
multitude of leaders have sprung up, 
men of great talént and culture, elo- 
quent men with much charm and per- 
sonal magnetism; but unfortunately they 
have chosen a level far below the top, 
and their leadership fails to carry their 
followers to real victory, for it is a com- 
promised one. On the compromise level 
it is easier to get a following, for the 
world likes to indulge its own desires; it 
does not like to deny itself and take up 
the cross and follow the Lord Jesus. 
The world has not changed much in that 
respect since Joshua’s time. 

Moses, God’s great leader, had run his 
course, and there was need for a stal- 
wart to take his place. In all the hosts 
of Israel there were only two men who 
could qualify as trustworthy leaders, 
and that which qualified them was that 
they believed God implicitly and took 
Him at His word. One of these was 
Joshua, who upon a later occasion stood 
up and said, “Choose you this day whom 
ye will serve; whether ... the gods of 
the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: 
but as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15). God said 
to Joshua, “Moses my servant is dead; 
now therefore arise, go over this Jor- 
dan” (Josh. 1:2). God knew He could 
count upon Joshua; he had proved him- 
self at Kadesh-barnea. While all the 
Israelites quaked with .fear at the re- 
ports of giants and walled cities in the 
Promised Land, and feared to go in, 
Joshua and Caleb, knowing that God had 
told them to possess the land, and be- 
lieving in His power and will to protect 
them against any danger, said, “We are 
well able to overcome it.” 

You see, fellows, the whole matter 
rests upon one’s belief in the Word of 
God. Without that no one can qualify 
for leadership in God’s great work. Yes, 
there is plenty of room at the top in 
God’s business, and doubtless there is 
greater need today for leaders who can 
qualify by the Joshua standard of faith 
than ever before in the history of the 


February 16, 1946 


church. You may not have a college 
degree, you may not be physically strong 
or intellectually brilliant, you may not 
have wealth nor the benefit of influential 
friends; but if you are willing to stand 
squarely on the Word of God without 
compromising it or discounting it, or 
apologizing for it in any part, then your 
Lord can use you and will use you 
mightily according to the degree of your 
surrender to Him for that purpose. 
God is saying to the young manhood 
and young womanhood of today, “Moody 
Gordon, Sunday, Frances Willard, Spur- 
geon, my servant, is dead; therefore 
arise, go over this Jordan.” Who knows 
but you may be in training now to take 
the place of one of God’s great leaders 
whom He has called Home! 
GREENSBORO, N. C. 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 132) 

1. That to the Ephesians, for in Joshua 
we see Israel entering into their inheritance 
on earth, and in Ephesians we see the 
church in its heavenly inheritance. 

2. Joshua had presented himself to God 
for consecration and guidance (Deut. 31: 
14). 

3. To be strong and of good courage and 
to obey the Word of the Lord as a means 
of certain victory. 

4. Because He had already given up the 
Canaanites (Rom. 1:21-28) because of their 
persistent sin, and God knew that the Is- 
raelites were not, themselves, sufficiently 
secure in their faith to risk the danger of 
contact with a people so idolatrous and 
morally corrupt as the Canaanites (Judges 
2:8, 10-12). 

5. The hosts of evil who seek to hinder 
believers taking possession of their spir- 
itual heritage. 

6. Because instead of extermination of 
the enemy, as God had commanded, they 
compromised with them, and God did not 
deliver them into Israel’s hands. 

7. We fail to appropriate what God has 
given for the same reason Israel failed, 
love of the world, unwillingness to be sep- 
arated Christians, or rebellion against God’s 
known will for us. 

8. Of the risen Christ, through whom we 
go on to assured victory. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Into A New LAnp WirH Gop 


New land for Israel 
New situations for us 


HY did God choose Palestine as a 

home for His people? How was Pal- 
estine the center of commerce and culture 
at the time of the lesson? How has it been 
a dividing area between very opposite 
ways of life ever since? Geographically 
and politically, Palestine will be the 
center of the nations (Zech. 14:3-9). It 
was a fertile land, just the kind of coun- 
try a loving God would give to a people 
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He had chosen to glorify Himself upon 
the earth (Deut. 11:11, 12). 

Why did God want the inhabitants of 
Canaan destroyed? This new land must 
not only be a good place in which to 
live from a human and material point 
of view, but it must be safe morally 
and spiritually. The God-rejecting peo- 
ple of that country were elements of 
danger to the people of God (Rev, 21: 
27). God was building through the 
Children of Israel an eternal structure 
that would bring honor and glory to 
Himself, and among them He wanted 
nothing that would defile (Zech. 14:20, 
21). 

Upon what did the successful conquest 
of Palestine depend? Locate a few of 
the promises of victory that gave Joshua 
and his followers courage to fight (Josh. 
1: 2-9; 3:7; 5: 13-15; 11:15, 20). Find illus- 
trations of Joshua’s yieldedness and co- 
operation (John 3:5-10; 5:14; 10:40; 24: 
15). It took the partnership of Joshua 
and the Lord to conquer Palestine. 

How did Joshua enlist the enthusiasm 
of the people, and help them to remem- 
ber God? As soon as the Israelites made 
their miraculous crossing of the Jordan, 
Joshua had a memorial set up, first “in 
the midst of Jordan,” next in Gilgal 
(Josh. 4:9, 20-24). Again, upon Mt. 
Ebal, as Moses had directed, the people 
wrote the words of the law upon an altar 
of stones to remind Israel that they had 
“become the people of the Lord,” very 
different from their idol-worshiping 
neighbors (Josh. 7:11-13; Deut. 27: 1-10; 
Josh. 8: 30-35). 

Later, for formal national worship, 
and to establish unity and security, “the 
whole congregation of the Children of 
Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and 
set up the Tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion there. And the land was subdued 
before them” (Josh. 18:1). Then, some 
of the members of the tribes of Reuben, 
Gad, and Manasseh set up an altar of 
their own. How did they explain this 
strange action to the rest of the nation? 
They prepared this altar, they said, “not 
for burnt-offering, nor for sacrifice: but 
that it may be a witness” to remind the 
israelites on the east side of Jordan 
that they still had a part in the things 
of God (Josh. 22:22-34). 

What do we do when we come into 
new countries, or new situations to help 
us to remember to give the Lord the 
pre-eminence? Do we keep our Bibles, 
and our time of prayer and worship 
prominently before us wherever we go? 

Outline the Book of Joshua in a few 
words, or study this outline: Instruction 
(chap. 1); destruction (chaps. 3 to 12); 
division (chaps. 13 to 21); worship (all 
through the Book of Joshua); final in- 
struction (chaps. 23 and 24). 

What new lands are young people, 
with the help of God, seeking to conquer 
today? Discuss: areas in America that 
need the Saviour, mission fields, occu- 
pied countries where whole systems of 
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thought and outlook must be reshaped. 
If it is true that every Christian young 
person is responsible before God to make 
Christ known to others in some manner 
and in some place, how may this respon- 
sibility be met? Discuss areas of per- 
sonal conquest, areas similar to those 
which Joshua conquered in his individ- 
ual life before he went forth in battle 
against Palestine (Exod. 17:9, 13; 24:13; 
Num. 27:16-23; Deut. 31:14; 34:9). Be- 
fore Joshua was able to win victories 
he had presented himself in the Taber- 
nacle for consecration and divine com- 
mission. Areas of personal conquest 
might include: devotional life, education, 
present occupation, marriage, community 
activities, God’s call to specific service. 

Joshua’s formula for victory: obe- 
dience (Josh. 23:6), separation (v. 7), 
fellowship (v. 8), activity (v. 10), wor- 
ship and love (v. 11). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. - 





Sunday, March 3 


3. What is Protestant Christianity? 
(John 3:16; Rom. 1:16, 17) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


F WE have thought carefully through 
the topics discussed in our last two 
prayer meetings, we will have a good 
foundation for the consideration of this 
week’s topic. It will be well for the 
leader to rehearse briefly some of the 
reasons that led to the Reformation, 
which was the beginning of what we 
call today Protestantism. 
4 
Attention should be called to the term 
“protestant,” which comes from the verb 
“to protest.” There is a move in cer- 
tain quarters today to “soft pedal” the 
idea of protest or objection, when speak- 
ing of the Reformation. And certainly 
there is good reason for using the word 
“protest” in the sense of “assert” or “af- 
firm.” It is true that the Reformation 
asserted, or affirmed, certain great truths 
of the Christian faith that had been 
covered over and obscured by the Ro- 
man- Church, as we saw in our discus- 
sion of last week’s topic. 
oe : 
But Protestants must never lose ‘sight 
of the fact that the Reformation was 
also a formal and open protest, or ob- 
jection, or complaint, against the error 
and evil in the Roman Church, and led 
to a withdrawing from it. This fact 
should be kept clearly in mind, not with 
the intent of magnifying or dwelling 
upon the differences between the Ro- 
man and Protestant faiths, but so that 
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Give Ye Them to Eat 


From every part of Europe and 
beyond, comes the cry of our He- 
brew Christian and Jewish breth- 
ren. In this aftermath of so great 
a disaster they look to us for res- 
cue and help. 

We are taking every opportunity 
to succor them, and are sending 
daily parcels of food and clothing 
to Poland, Hungary, France, Shang- 
hai, and many other places. 

A Hebrew Christian from War- 
saw writes: “Our people have lost 
everything except their faith in the 
Lord. Please send us food and 
clothing.” 

From Shanghai another brother 
writes: “I am naked and starving. 
Will you please help me?” 

From France: “What is most 
unbearable is the sight of thin, pale, 
and emaciated children.” 

Help us heed their cry. 

This Is Your Opportunity. Do Not Delay. 

Every wasted moment means dis- 
aster to some poor soul. 

“Give ye them to eat,” is still our 
Lord’s command, 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 
728-S Witherspoon Bidg. Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 
Treasurer for Canada: 

Rev. P. 8S. Dobson, . D.D., 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory” sent to all 
contributors and also on request. 
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Protestants may not be fooled by those 
who would lure the unwary back into 
the Roman fold, or who would blind 
Protestant eyes to the design and in- 
trigue of the Roman Church, by telling 
us that there are not very many differ- 
ences after all, and that we should think 
only of those truths that are held in 
common by the two faiths. 
ve 

Protestant Christianity stands, or 
should stand, for the right of every in- 
dividual to come directly to God with- 
out dependence upon any human medi- 
ator, whether it be priest or ecclesiastical 
system. The first of our Scripture verses, 
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which every true Protestant should 
know by heart, tells us of the provision 
that God has made for sin in the person 
of His,own Son, whorn He gave to die 
for the sin of the world. It points to 
the desperate situation in which all man- 
kind are, and to the fact that apart from 
God’s provision, they will perish. But 
it also brings us the great reassurance 
that, through faith in God’s Son, each 
of us may have everlasting life. That 
life is not dependent upon the pro- 
nouncement of some priest or ecclesi- 
astical council, but solely upon belief 
in and acceptance of God’s Son as Sav- 
iour (John 1:12, 13; Rom. 10:9). 


Protestant Christianity holds that all 
men, Jews and Gentiles alike, must find 
salvation in just this same way, through 
faith in Christ (Rom. 1:16, 17). The 
word “salvation,” as used in these verses, 
includes the ideas of deliverance, safety, 
preservation, healing, and soundness, as 
Dr. Scofield points out in the Scofield 
Reference Bible. It includes salvation 
in the past tense, in that the believer 
has been saved from.the guilt and the 
penalty of sin on the basis of Christ’s 
work on Calvary. It includes salvation 
in the present tense, in the sense that 
the beliver is being saved, moment by 
moment, from the habit and dominion of 
sin. And, it includes salvation in the 
future tense, in the sense that some day 
the believer will be made in the like- 
ness of Christ. 

we 


Protestant Christianity means an open 
Bible. It gives full place to the teach- 
ing and preaching of God’s Word by 
consecrated and trained and experienced 
believers. But it grants to every man 
the right to read God’s Word for him- 
self, and, like the Berean Christians of 
old (Acts 17:11), to search the Scrip- 
tures to see if the thing being taught 
agrees with God’s Word. Protestantism 
rejects the claim of Rome that the in- 
dividual is unable or unqualified to in- 
terpret Scriptures, and that all inter- 
pretation must come from the church. 
This is one of the cardinal doctrines of 
Protestantism, and one that is hated 
most by the Roman Church. It has been 
one of the greatest factors in the de- 
velopment and progress of countries that 
have been settled by Protestants, as con- 
trasted with countries settled by and 
dominated by the Roman Church. 
Where the Bible has been an open book 
for* the common people, principles of 
democracy and fair play have thrived. 
Where the common people have been 
denied God’s Word, the Roman. Church 
has been able to hold the people in 
bondage and fear and superstition, and 
has made them the tool for Rome’s polit- 
ical designs and ambitions. 
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‘Children at Home 


Brown Bunny Goes Visiting 
By Perley Richardson Wade 


HE little brown-eyed girl.was visit- 

ing the farm. All day long she had 
liked it very much indeed. She had 
helped feed the hens and gather the eggs, 
and she had carried the barn cats their 
dinner, and she had also tried to feed 
someone else, someone who did not like 
to eat, and just crouched in a corner 
of his cage and looked at her. Try 
as she would Little Girl could not make 
him happy. 

Little Brown Bunny had waked up 
with a naughty thought in his mind. 
Just as soon as Mother Bunny made 
her daily trip to the garden to see how the 
lettuce and carrots were coming on, he 
was going to slip away from his brothers 
and sisters and see the world. It was non- 
sense to say there was any danger in 
this nice field and the garden next to 
it. And so, just as soon as Mother Bunny 
left home, he ran away as fast as he 
could. 

At first he had a lovely time in the 
meadow, nibbling the clover, then all 
at once he had come across a box with 
a heap of carrots in it, but when he 
went in to get at them, snap went some- 
thing, and there he was shut up in the 
box, and try as he would he couldn’t 
get out. 

After a long time a man had come 
to the box, and picked it up and car- 
ried it to Little Girl. “Here,” he 
said, “is a bunny for you. You can make 
a pet of him. We will put him in this 
big box and you may carry him lettuce 
leaves and water, and feed him every 
day.. 

Yes, Little Girl had had a happy day, 
but Brown Bunny had had a miserable 
one thinking about the home nest, his 
mother and brothers and sisters. “Oh, 
would he ever see them again!” 

Now it was night, and Little Girl was 
crying into her pillow. She wanted her 
mother and her little sister and her big 
brother. She just wanted to creep into 
a corner of the bed, and cry and cry and 
cry. 

All at once she sat up in bed. She 
was thinking of someone else —a brown 
bunny who crouched in a corner of his 
cage and wouldn’t come to her for all 
her coaxing. Perhaps he wanted his 
mother, too. 


Quickly she hopped out of bed, put 


_on her slippers and bathrobe, and slip- 


ped quietly out the screen door to where 
the moonlight shone on a huddled little 
bit of fur. 


She lifted the top of the box, and 
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She put him down on ‘the soft, green 
grass, then stood still to see what would 
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happen. At first he could not believe 
his bunny eyes and ears. Was he really 
out on the soft, green grass, with the 
crickets singing and the fireflies flitting 
about? Then with a spring he’ hopped 
away as fast as he could, through the 
field to Mother’in the rabbit hole. 


And the little brown-eyed girl went 
softly upstairs and went to bed, and for- 
got*all about being lonesome, and in a 
few minutes she was asleep in her soft, 
cool bed, dreaming happily. 

MELROSE, Mass. 

4 


Archaeological Light on the 
Lesson for March 3 


(Continued from page 130) 


Chemosh, and says that he erected a 
high place to Chemosh. Chemosh, how- 
ever, had become angry with his people 
and had allowed Omri, King of Israel, 
to oppress the land of Moab.5 Thus the 
Moabite Stone gives us light on this 
deity of the people to the east of Canaan. 


The Ras Shamra Tablets, discovered 
in 1929,6 have given us light on the Ca- 
naanite gods in Syria, just to the north 
of Palestine. Here we read of El, the 
supreme god of the Canaanites, who was 
called the “Creator of Creatures,” and 
who had seventy offspring through his 
chief wife, Asherah.?7 Other Ras Shamra 
Tablets deal with Baal and his sister 
Anat. The relations of Baal with a 
heifer8 are of such a degraded nature 
that we can see why God commanded 
through Joghua that the Israelites were 
to avoid any possible contact with the 
worship of the Canaanite gods. 


In the excavations at Bethel in Pales- 
tine, a picture of Ashtoreth (1 Kings 11: 
5, 33; 2 Kings 23:13) was found on a seal 
impression, with her name given in 
hieroglyphic characters.29 She was one 
of the best known of the fertility god- 
desses. 


‘ From many of the discoveries, we have 
evidence that the Canaanite religions 
included sex worship and religious pros- 
titution, and included rituals involving 
child sacrifice.1® From this evidence it 
is easy to understand why Israel was 
to keep apart from any contact with the 
worship of the many Canaanite gods. 





5For an accessible translation of the Moab- 
ite Stone, see G. A. Barton, op. cit., pp. 460, 
461. 

®See the writer’s article on “Commentaries 
from the Clay Tablets—IV,” The Sunday School 
Times of April 14, 1945, p. 276. 

™See Cyrus H. Gordon, “The Loves and 
Wars of Baal and Anat,” Princeton University 
Press, 1943, p. 3. 

SIbid., p. 5. 


® Burrows, op. cit., p. 230. 

10See the writer’s article on “Canaanite 
Moral Rottenness,” The Sunday School Times, 
August 26, 1944, p. 594. . 
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tie in Your Sunday School 


T IS not too early to begin thinking 

about the program your Sunday 
school will use this coming Easter. Al- 
though Easter this year comes later than 
usual — April 21 — the time for prepara- 
tion will soon slip away if you do not 
plan well in advance. 


Mary Brainerd Smith, a writer well 
known to SunpAay ScHoo.t TIMEs readers, 
has prepared a new Easter service en- 
titled, “Easter Rejoicing.” It is made up 
of responsive readings from the Scrip- 
tures, special hymns to be used to fa- 
miliar tunes, verse recitations for the 
various departments, and the like. This 
Easter service will not appear in the 
pages of THe Sunpay ScHooi Times, but 
is made available in separate leaflet form 
for the convenience of TIMEs readers. 


Leaflets are now available, and the cost 
is 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the 1946 Easter 
service. Please be sure, in making your 
remittance, to give your mailing address 
and state the number of copies you de- 
sire. 
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Spurgeon’s Lectures on Preaching 
(Continued from second page) 


geon said: “How horrible to be a 
preacher of the Gospel and yet to be 
unconverted! Let each man here whis- 
per to his own inmost soul, ‘What a 
dreadful thing it will be for me if I 
should be ignorant of the power of the 
truth which I am preparing to proclaim !’ 
Unconverted ministry involves the most 
unnatural relationships. A graceless pas- 
tor is a blind man elected to a profes- 
sorship of optics, philosophizing upon 
light and vision, discoursing upon and 
distinguishing to others the nice shades 
and delicate blendings of the prismatic 
colors, while he himself is absolutely 
in the dark! He is a dumb man elevated 
to the chair of music; a deaf man fluent 
upon symphonies and harmonies! He is 
a mole professing to educate eaglets; a 
limpet elected to preside over angels.” 
Again, in the same lecture: “It is a 
horrible thing to be an inconsistent min- 
ister... . It is remarkable that the only 
church history we have is the Acts of 
the Apostles. The Holy Spirit has not 
preserved their sermons. They were 
very good ones, better than we shall 
ever preach, but still the Holy Spirit 
has only taken care of their ‘acts. We 
have no books of the resolutions of the 
apostles; when we hold our church meet- 
ings we record our minutes and reso- 
lutions, but the Holy Spirit only puts 
down the ‘acts. Our acts should be 
such as to bear recording, for recorded 
they will be. We must live as under 
the. more immediate eye of God, and as 
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in the blaze of the great all-revealing 
day.” 

Spurgeon’s four main -points in, “The 
Call to the Ministry” are: “1. The first 
sign of the heavenly call is an intense, 
all-absorbing desire for the work. ... 
2. In the second place, combined with 
the earnest desire to become a pastor, 
there must be aptness to teach and some 
measure of the other qualities needful 
for the office of a public instructor. ... 
3. In order further to prove a man’s call, 
after a little exercise of his gifts, such 
as I have already spoken of, he must 
see a measure of conversion-work going 
on under his efforts, or he may conclude 
that. he has made a mistake, and, there- 
fore, may go back by the best way he 
can. ... 4. A step beyond all this is, 
however, needful in our inquiry. The 
will of the Lord concerning pastors is 
made known through the prayerful judg- 
ment of His Church. It is needful as 
a proof of your vocation that your 
preaching should be acceptable to the 
people of God. God usually opens doors 
of utterance for those whom He calls 
to speak in His name. Impatience would 
push open or break down the door, but 
faith waits upon the Lord, and in due 
season her opportunity is awarded 
Be s- & 


His instructions “On the Voice” would 
be of value to any public speaker. “I 
once heard a.most esteemed minister,” 
he said, “who mumbled sadly, compared 
toa ‘humble bee in a pitcher,’ a vulgar 
metaphor no doubt, but so exactly de- 
scriptive, that it brings to my mind the 
droning sound at this instant most dis- 
tinctly, and reminds me of the parody 
upon Gray’s Elegy: 

‘Now fades the glimmering subject from 

the sight, 
And all the air a sleepy stillness holds, 

Save where the parson hums his droning 

flight 

And drowsy tinklings lull the slumb’ring 

folds.’ *’ 
“It is even needful to say, open your 
mouths when you speak, for much of 
inarticulate mumbling is the result of 
keeping the mouth half closed. It is not 
in vain that the evangelists have writ- 
ten of our Lord, ‘He opened his mouth, 
and taught. them.’ .. . Excessively rapid 
speaking, tearing and raving into utter 
rant, is quite as inexcusable; it is not, 
and never can be, powerful except with 
idiots, for it turns what should be an 
army of words into a mob, and most 
effectually drowns the sense in floods 
of sound.” But Spurgeon had a big, 
warm heart, and a fellow feeling for 
his colleagues and students, so in con- 
cluding his lecture on the voice, he said: 
“My belief is that half the difficulties 
connected with the voice in our early 
days will vanish as we advance in years, 
and find in use a second nature. I would 
encourage the truly earnest to perse- 
,vere; if they feel the Word of the Lord 
like fire in their bones, even stammer- 
ing may be overcome, and fear, with all 
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WARNING! 


Unless YOU act... 
civilization itself may die 


Nazi Germany denied Christianity. And 
its prison camps are the terrible results 
. «+ Japan is pagan. And its atrocities re- 
flect its godlessness, * 

Let us be warned. Unless the spirit of 
Christianity prevails, these areas of world 
decay, like disease in the human tissue, 
may spread through civilization. 

Reinforce your church at home! Re- 
vive and strengthen your missions 
abroad! Support the world-wide minis- 
try of your , onc wet Bible Society! 


Agents of the Society are everywhere 
ready and willing to give their strength, 
and if need be theis lives, to widen the 
distribution of the Scriptures. 





Send in your contribution today! Or 
lend your support by purchasing an 
American Bible Society Annuity Agree- 
ment to provide financial security for your 
old age. Investigate this =. without 


obligation, by sending for the interesting 
booklet, “A Gift That Lives?’ 
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its paralyzing results, may be banished. 
Take heart, young brother, persevere, 
and God and nature and practice will 
help you.” 


From his fine lecture on “Attention !” 
come these words of wisdom: “Sin can- 
not be taken out of men, as Eve was 
taken out of the side of Adam, while 
they are fast asleep. They must be 
awake, understanding what we are say- 
ing, and feeling its force, or else We 
may as well go to sleep, too... . We 
ought not to make even children in- 
attentive. ‘Make them inattentive,’ say 
you, ‘who does that?’ I say that most 
preachers do; and when children are 
not quiet in a meeting it is often as 
much our fault as theirs. ... The next 
best thing to the grace of God for a 
preacher is oxygen. Pray that the win- 
dows of heaven may be opened, but 
begin by opening the windows of your 
meetinghouse. . . . In order to maintain 
attention, avoid being too long. An old 
preacher used to say to a young man 
who preached an hour, ‘My dear friend, 
I do not care what else you preach about, 
but I wish you would always preach 
about forty minites.’ We ought seldom 
to go much beyond that — forty minutes, 
or say, three-quarters of an hour.” 
Finally: “I gave you a golden rule 
for securing attention at the commence- 
ment, namely, always say something 
worth hearing; I will now give you a 








EUROPE’S JEWS CRY FOR HELP 


A nurse who flew from London to her native Czecho- 


The Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


slovakia describes the condition of the Jews liberated from 
the Terezin concentration camp, “From starvation and 
suffering these surviving Jews seemed to have only eyes 
and bones; they were as thin as skeletons. These skele- 
tons I had to nurse; most of the cases were hopeless; the 
younger people were suffering from tuberculosis owing to 
starvation and cold.” The nurse continues her description 
of a Christlike ministry among these appalling victims of 
persecution and war. ; 


PITEOUS PLIGHT OF EUROPE’S JEWS 


If only we could understand the desperate plight of the 
surviving Jews of Europe our sympathy and prayers would 
soon be followed by otr sacrificial gifts to relieve distress. 
There are thousands of starving Hebrew: Christians. After 
years of priVation, physical torture and mental anguish, 
this surviving remnant of Israel is weak, and bewildered. 


Through our shipments of food and clothing to them, the shelter provided by our 
Hostels and our payment for overseas passage, many of these homeless and starving 
have been rescued, physically and spiritually. 

The need increases day by day. Warm used clothing, shoes, blankets, food are 
in constant, growing demand. Our shipment of food packets range in value from 
$5 to $15. Overseas passage of a refugee costs $200. These Christian brethren of 
Israel have nowhere else to turn in their despair. Let us not fail them. Even a 
gift of $1.00 will help in our work of relief and witness to the Lord. Suffering Israel 
in devastated Europe pleads for help . . . NOW before it is too late for many. 


Note: Free booklets, “The Miraculous Survival of the Jews” or “A Christian’s 
Attitude Toward the Jews” gladly sent on request. 
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diamond rule, and conclude. Be your- 
self clothed with the Spirit of God, and 
then no question about attention or non- 
attentfon will arise.” 

One could go on quoting indefinitgly, 
for the lectures were delivered by a mas- 
ter of English and a prince of preachers. 
The chapters on “The Minister’s Faint- 
ing Fits,” “The Holy Spirit in Connéc- 
tion with Our Ministry,” and “Posture, 
Action, Gesture, Et Cetera” are excep- 
tionally good. The first mentioned will 
bring encouragement to any Christian 
worker in his times of depression and 
discouragement. The lecture on the 
Spirit of God will dispel any doubt as 
to the real source of Spurgeon’s power, 
and shows that, with all his wit and 
homely common sense, he gave the para- 
mount place to the leading and endu- 
ment of the Spirit of God. For the two 
lectures on “Posture, Action, Gesture, 
Et Cetera,” he had clever pen-and-ink 
drawings made to illustrate what not to 
do and these are given in this vohime. 
We have with us today all of the abuses 
that Spurgeon holds up to ridicule. Some 
of his keenest humor is found in these 
chapters. In the Introduction Spur- 
geon himself said of these: “The lec- 
tures upon ‘Posture, Gesture, Action, Et 
Cetera,” will probably be judged to make 
too much of a secondary matter. I wish 


I could think so myself. My own ob- 


servation led me to think them need- 
ful, for it has scores of times occurred 
to me to lament that speakers should 
neglect those minor ‘points until they 
spoil themselves thereby. It matters 
little how a man moves his body and 
hands so long as he does not call atten- 
tion to himself by becoming ungainly 
and grotesque., That many do this is a 
fact which few will deny, and my motive 
is not to make mirth at good men’s 
expense, but to prevent its being done 
by their hearers.” And later in the first 
lecture he said: “Very spiritual people 
will think me trifling, but indeed I am 
not. I hope the day will come when 
it will be looked upon as an essential 
part of education to teach a young man 
how to carry himself, and move without 
clumsiness.” In conclusion he said: “Our 
last rule is one which sums up all the 
others: be natural in your action. Shun 
the very appearance of studied gesture. 
Art is cold, only nature is warm; let 
grace keep you clear of all seeming, and 
in every action, and in every place, be 
truthful, even if you should be consid- 
ered rough and uncultivated.” 

The last five lectures are taken up 
with illustrations and anecdotes. _ Here 
one finds many of Spurgeon’s own de- 
lightful stories, and sensible instructions 
on how to illuminate Scripture by illus- 
trations from everyday life. ¥ 

As a background for this valuable 
book, it is well to remember that Spur- 
geon preached to congregations of some 
five thousand in the Metropolitan Taber. 
nacle, and that he held his audiences 
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spellbound. It has been said that one 
hundred.and fifty million copies of his 
sermons have been printed and circu- 
lated, and ever~-since his death in 1892 
they have been a source of blessing to 
thousands of Christians, and * have 
pointed the -way of salvation to others. 
His “Lectures to His Students” are a 
compendium of wisdom on preaching, 
and are filled with sound advice, inspira- 
tion, and encouragement for all Chris- 
tian workers. 


% 


The World Day of Prayer for 1946 


HE day set for this year’s World Day 

of Prayer in all Protestant churches 
of America is March 8, 1946. Once again, 
the American Council of Christian 
Churches has made available an attrac- 
tive booklet giving a thoroughly sound, 
Bible-centered, and complete program. 
It is made up of responsiveg readings 
from the Scriptures, hymn suggestions 
with words printed“in full, and sugges- 
tions for prayer. The program is built 
around a fourfold prayer classification 
— Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, 
and Supplication. It will meet a real 
heed, especially since many have ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction with the prayer 
programs prepared in other years by 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America. 

This Bible-centered program may be 
obtained free of charge, in the quantity 
desired, from the American Council of 
Christian Churches, 15 Park Row, New 
York 7. It is hoped that Sunpay ScHooL 
Times readers will make large use of 
the program, and will tell their friends 
where copies may be obtained. 





With the New Books 


The Bible and the Common Reader. 
By Mary Ellen Chase. (The Macmillan 
Co., New York 11, $2.50.) “Nothing is 
what it seems” might well be the motto 
on the flyleaf of our Bible, if what Miss 
Chase says about it is true. The title 
of her book is arresting and its avowed 
purpose good, but we pity the “common 
reader” who will know no more about 
the Bible than is to be found in this 
volume. Miss Chase is professor of Eng- 
lish at Smith College, and she has writ- 
ten a number of books. The present 
one is captivating in style, and the un- 
wary reader is given a sugar-coated dose 
of the ‘strongest variety of radical Bibli- 
cal criticism. The conservative position 
is not given the slightest consideration, 
nor is one permitted to suspect that any- 
one who is anybody might still hold the 
Bible to be historically accurate and 
divinely authoritative. The Religious 
Book Club, of which Dr. Fosdick is one 
of the board of judges, has made it one 





Students at Wheaton have 
access to. the best of reference works 





and current publications in all fields. Two libraries 
house 88,000 bound volumes, receive 571 periodicals 
and 7 daily newspapers. This vast fund of material is 
cared for by a trained staff—a librarian with five assist- 
ants—plus 20 part-time workers. 





An increased student body calls for 


increased library facilities. That is why a Library 

Building is part of the Centenary Building Plan. 
} The Plan in its entirety will be realized as the 
Lord’s people make it a matter of prayer. Wouldn’t 
you like to have a part in this vital ministry of 
training the Christian leaders of tomorrow? We 
will be glad to send you the complete story of “the. 
Wheaton of today and tomorrow.” 
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of their selections, and they praise it 
most highly. 

The first two chapters pay a tribute 
to the Bible’s influence that is apt to 
take the reader off guard. She truly 
says, “It was the source of the’convic- 
tions that shaped the building of this 
country.” But not the Bible as Miss 
Chase and the modernist school now 
understand it. To our fathers, it was a 
revelation of God, but to the new school it 
is an interesting literary relic. 

Here are a few samples: the first 
eleven chapters of Genesis are “ancient 
myths,” the succeeding chapters are 
“legends” (p. 87). We do not know if 
Abraham and the patriarchs actually 
lived. “The early history of the He- 
brews ... is, in fact, lost in mystery 
and legend” (p. 32). We may accept 
the account of the oppression as fact, 
“since inscriptions found on ancient 
Egyptian monuments bear out the Exo- 
dus story” (p. 33). In other words, it 
is scholarly to take it if you find it on 
a heathen monument, but unscholarly 
if you find it in the Bible! The cross- 
ing of the Red Sea was “an accident of 
nature.” She complains that, in the 
Exodus story, the writers “are inclined 
always to give the major role of the 
story to God” — and not to Moses! This 
is a long way off from the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism question, “What do 
the Scriptures principally teach?” and 
its answer, “The Scriptures principally 
teach what man is to believe concerning 
God, and what duty God requires of 
man.” 

Here are’a few more samples: Job is 
an “ancient folk tale.” Few Psalms were 
written before the Exile. Elisha was 
“more than a trifle mad.” The Messianic 
interpretation of Isaiah fifty-three is 
“untenable.” The most reasonable view 
of the Suffering Servant is that it refers 
to Israel. Ruth, Jonah, and Esther were 
classed as “The Fiction of the Bible.” 
Of Esther, she says, “The author is guilty 
of the use of completely incredible mate- 
rial which he claims to be historical” 
(p. 201). Daniel is “dated with accuracy 
around the year 165 [B.C.].” 

The New Testament fares little bet- 
ter than the Olds She charges that cer- 
tain changes were made in the New 
Testament. “We do not know what all 
these changes were, but that they. were 
made seems not only inevitable but cer- 
tain” (p. 266). “Probably no single book 
of the New Testament of today is pre- 
cisely as it was when it left the hands 
of its original writer” (p. 267). Luke 
“was a dramatist first and a historian 
second.” We would commend to Miss 
Chase the study of Sir William Ramsay’s 
great books. He began with the same 
premise, but became a defender of the 
historical accuracy of Luke’s writings. 
Miss Chase thinks Paul is apparently 
an epileptic (p. 290). The Thessalonian 
Epistles suggest “a rather amusing reper- 
cussion” cf Paul’s teaching about the 
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imminent return of our Lord (p. 294). 
The Apocalypse is “one of the loftiest 
works of human imagination that the 
literature of the world can afford” (p. 
313). This last statement points up the 
quesfion, Is the Bible the work of hu- 
man imagination, or is it revelation com- 
municated to us by inspiration? If it 
is merely the product of human genius, 
it doesn’t much matter who wrote it, or 
when. We can admire it as literature, 
but we have rejected it as revelation. 
Such a Bible, despite eloquent eulogies 
of it, such as this one, will be little read 
or believed. And, in tlie great crises 
of life, its message will be just another 
guess at the riddle of existence. It is 
sad to see a modern cultured American, 
living on the heritage of a supernatural 
Christianity derived from a supernatural 
book, who finds no more in the Bible 
than the writer. And it is doubly sad 
to think of a whole generation of col- 
lege women, to whom the book is dedi- 
cated, who have imbibed the teachings 
of this book. The Bible of Modernism 
and the Bible of historic Christianity, 
though containing the same words, are 
two different books. 


The Minister Teaches Religion, By 
Frank A. Lindhorst. (Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury, Nashville 2, Tenn., $1.) Procedures 
in teaching are capably presented, deal- 
ing especially with the constructive 
things a minister can do and just where 
he should enter into the program of his 
church. The worthy admonition for the 
minister is not to come with a program 
to put over, but to build a program 
based upon the needs of the people. 
“The task of teaching religion is one 
that calls for one’s best in example, 
faith, study, skill, and devotion.” The 
implements for teaching here defined 
are invaluable, and the shortcomings of 
varying methods well noted. The min- 
ister has a great deal to learn here about 
procedure, definiteness, and letting one’s 
light shine in moré ways than one. 

The writer endorses the ecumenical 
movement as a step in the right direc- 
tion. His use of the word “religion” is 
an indication of the contents of the book: 
a program of action without any em- 
phasis upon a thorough foundation of 
faith in the blood of Christ. Religion 
is never adequately defined. The word 
“Christian” is used ambiguously. Many 
specific objectives are listed, missing the 
greatest which is to know Christ as Sav- 
iour and make Him known as such. Re- 
ligion would seem to be a production of 
morality and goodwill without stress 
upon the heart of the Christian faith. 
In the one place in the book "where 
teaching of the Scriptures for adults is 
mentioned, the reader is urged to give 
“Bible interpretations . . . broad enough 
to enable adults to draw tleir own con- 
clusions.” The point missed here and 


throughout the book is that the minister 
or teacher is not to teach his own ideas 
or convictions as such, but the factual 
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truths of the inspired and infallible 
Word of God. 


The Great Deception. By J. H. Hunter. 
(Evangelical Publishers, 366 Bay St., 
Toronto 1, Can., $1.25.) Armed with 
courage, Scripture, and an exceptional 
knowledge of his adversary’s history and 
tactics, Mr. Hunter strips the mask from 
the face of the Roman Catholic Church. 
He shows it to be Semper Eadem, al- 
ways the same in its bitter opposition 
to the truth of the Bible and all who 
propagate it. 

The nine chapters of this volume of 
126 pages were published as a series of 
articles in The Evangelical Christian, of 
which Mr. Hunter is the editor. Each 
chapter opens with an impressive quo- 
tation from some well-known writer, as 
Cardinal Newman, Calvin, John Milton, 
and the: pages are liberally sprinkled 
with startling statements from Catholic 
as well as Protestant historians and con- 
temporary writers which lay bare the 
utter confusion, the duplicity, the in- 
iquity, and antichristian character of the 
Roman Church. Of special value to 
many Protestants will be Mr. Hunter’s 
scholarly answers to the stock argu- 
ments of the Catholics.. Particularly im- 
pressive is his own long letter to a 
Roman Catholic priest in the city of 
Hamilton, Ont., who criticized his ar- 


ticles. This controversy on the highest : 


plane — and, incidentally, Mr. Hunter’s 
own paragraph (p. 31) on the value of 
controversy is unusually good. “Con- 
troversy is the very law of life. . Light 
is a controversy with darkness, cleanli- 
ness with dirt, and truth with error. 
Christianity itself was born because of 
God’s controversy with sin.” 

Mr. Hunter contrasts Romanism and 
Protestantism, shows what the Bible and 
the Reformation have meant to Great 
Britain, exposes the emptiness of Rome’s 
masquerade, proves that Roman Catholi- 
cism is the woman of Babylon, dis- 
cusses its. signs and wonders, and de- 
clares that it will stop at nothing to gain 
its ends. He believes Christians face a 
great struggle with Romanism in the not 
distant future, and urges us to prepare 
for it. This is a valuable handbook 
on a subject of growing importance. 


A Workable Pian of Evangelism. By 
Dawson C. Bryan. (Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press; Nashville 2, Tenn., $1.50.) 
The workable plan here so attractively 
set forth is what is known as visitation 
evangelism. There is much to be said 
in its favor, and Pastor Bryan has made 
an appealing case. There are well laid 
plans for increasing church membership, 
and many of these have no doubt been 
used ‘with real blessing. They should 
challenge any church to consider its 
responsibility to the unchurched in its 
community. Because most of the at- 
tendants at a revival meeting are obvi- 
ously church members, many a pastor, 
it is pointed out, is tempted to think 
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BIBLE HANDWORK TO COLOR 


Eleven Bible stories and four children’s songs in outline pictures for pupils - 
to color. Three series, 15 titles, average 8 pictures to each title. Order by title. 





Series 1. Old Testament Stories Series 2. New Testament Stories 
Noah Moses Paul Christmas Story 
googh Daniel Lord’s Prayer Resurrection 

hepherd Psalm Samuel Good* Samaritan Story 
15¢ each title; 90c complete series. 1S¢ each title; 75¢ complete series, 
Series 3. Favorite Songs > 
The Wise Men—Song I Think When I Read That 
World Children for Sweet Story 
Jesus Jesus Loves Me > 


Se each title; 60c complete series. 


Free catalog of Church and Sunday School requisites sent om 
request. 


WM. H. DIETZ, INC. 
10 S. Wabash Ave. Dept. 16 Chicago 3, Illinois 

















The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 





BOYS AND GIRLS 
EDUCATED TOGETHER 


Campus life at John Brown Pniversity brings America’s 
finest young men and women in normal Christian, social and 
scholastic relationships. 


Realizing the necessity of boy and girl relationship in the normal life of the youth 
of today, this university has designed courses of special interest to young women as 
well as vocational and commercial training for both men and women. 

Homemakers’ courses of interest to girls include Music and Home Economics — 
Dress Styling and Foods. 


ACADEMIC, VOCATIONAL AND BIBLE COLLEGES 
—Courses— —Facilities— 
Business and Accounting Agriculture 5000 Watt Radio Station 
Journalism and Printing Aeronautics Print Shop 
Electricity and Radio Bible Classes Laboratories 
Mechanics and Engineering Music School Diversified Farms 


Training men and women for living that counts. 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


OHN E BROWN, LL. DO. President 


SILOAM SPRINGS, ARK 


The Heart of the Beautiful Ozarks 








Let your Sunday School know the life- 
changing impact of this proved and popular 
Lesson Series. Presents the whole Bible... closely 
gtaded. Lessons are not dated...mno waste 
because useable another year with new class. 


GOSPEL-LIGHT 
SERIES of Za 


HENRIETTA C. MEARS, Editor 

Presents the whole Gospel of Christ and covers the 
entire Bible witha complete course of study from 
Beginners through Adults, Curriculum for 15 
consecutive years. Popular, practical, economical, 

Big compendium with sample lessons Free. 

Write today for your copy 

15 Year 


Complete Curriculum TH GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 
1443-1 North Vine St., Hollyweod 28, Call, 
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FOLDING 
LENTEN 
BANKS 
A practical col- 
lector that brings 
results! 
Colorful 
Mailable 
Effective 
o<r Economical 
Also for ain, Mission and General 
Purposes. Size2x2x2\ 
40 do: $2.40 { 
‘ Price only me ty A "100 plus 
ERNST KAUFMANN, Inc. 
7 Spruce Street 209 S. State Street 
New York 7, N. Y. Chicago 4, i. 
Write for FREE copy of 


The Book Distribution of the Biblical 
Research Society 


A 82-page booklet giving the salient points concerni 
the Society's literary method of reaching the Jew. - 


One reader writes: “1 like the little booklet, which . 
and y of your good work. . is is 
truly * precious seed’ in spreading the good news of the saving 
grace of the Lord Jesus.” For your copy address: 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY, ine. 
4417 Berenice Avenue Dept. ST Los Angeles 31, Cailt. 


‘ _ 
Send for a FREE copy of 
A Study in Prophecy 


A 12-page Scriptural study 
\CHRISTIAN WITNESS TO ISRAEL 
Box 91 Church Street Station, New York 8, N. Y. 

em 
“When answering advertisements, please men- 
lem The Sunday School Times as references. 


Free Tithing Leaflets 


FREE to any Evangelicai Christian minister, Sunday 

school or missionary superintendent, one copy of 

LOVING MONEY RULE FOR YOUR 
PROSPERITY,” 


for each family in his 
congregation, providing he will agree to give a talk on 


distribution. To secure these leaflet, 
please write, stating denomination and number of leaf- 
ets desired, to 


TITHER 710-S Title Insurance Bidg. 
Los Angeles 13, California 
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BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Street 





Menthly Publication, “‘The Bible Today” 


Free from entangling alli with “modernism.” Chartered and 

registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. 

degrees, as weil as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 

diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
«Write for catalog. 


EFFECTIVE 
EVERYDAY EVANGELISM 


distributing = = daily in camps, hospitals, and 
Supported by free-will offerings. Send for 
FREE I Tilustrated Quarterly. 
National Headquarters 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, INC. 
186 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


there are no “prospects” he can reach. 
Mr. Bryan aptly quotes, “Go out into 
the highways and hedges,” and then pro- 
ceeds to show how to find “on what 
highway some churchless man is living 
or behind what hedge he is hiding.” The 
chapter on “Finding the Prospects” is 
exceptionally good. ; 

Three chapters are on securing, using, 
and training the visitors, and there are 
printed in full the instructions to be 
given to the teams of visitors on each 
of the four nights of a campaign. This 
amounts to a short and applied course 
on personal work. 

There is in the book much that is fine 
and helpful, and to the earnest, evan- 
gelical and Scripturally grounded pas- 
tor, it might yield a wealth of sugges- 
tion and inspiration for work in his own 
vineyard. But it is regrettable that there 
are serious weaknesses. It is taken for 
granted that most people haye at some 
time in their lives “attended some 
church or church school” and therefore 
“understand the claims of the Christ life.” 
A prospect is said to “know enough about 
the Christian religion and the saving 
power of Christ to decide to become one 
of his followers if he wants to do so.” 
“Coming on profession of faith” is re- 
ferred to repeatedly, but nowhere is it 
made plain what that faith is. There 
is no clear teaching on salvation or 
sin, and never is the atoning Blood of 
Christ mentioned. The invitation is not 
primarily to accept Christ as Saviour, 
but to “become followers of Jesus and 
unite with the church.” The worker is 
to win people “to Jesus’ way.” In one 
of the best chapters, on “Assimilating 
New Members,” is much that is helpful 
and fine, but it fails utterly to point 
these new members to the Scriptural 
means of growth, “As new-born babes, 
desire the sincere milk of the Word, that 
ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). ‘No 
study of the Bible is suggested, and the 
Christian is sent out to do his work 
without the necessary food, and unarmed 
with the sword of the Spirit which is 
the Word of God. 


Come Before Winter. By Clarence E: 
Macartney. (Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
New York and Nashville, 50 cents.) For 
profitable and delightful reading, this 
volume is not to be missed. As a ser- 
mon it takes its place among the great 
sermons of all ages. Its literary, schol- 
arly, and spiritual qualities contribute 
one to the other in an almost perfect 
message. The only weakness would 
seem to be in the too brief, too hazy 
application of its challenge. 

Paul, from his dungeon in Rome, wrote 
to Timothy at Ephesus asking the young 
man to come to be with him during his 
last days. The aged man had a premo- 
nition that he would not live to see the 
spring, for he writes, “The time of my 
departure is at hand.” Had Timothy 
delayed in making the journey to his 


beloved Paul he would never have found 
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him alive, for tHe trip to Rome from 
Ephesus in ‘those ahcient days could not 
be made with any degree of safety dur- 
ing the winter months and the sailing 
vessels would not make the journey. So 
Timothy. was enjoined to “come before 
winter.” The following spring would 
have been too late, for Paul was dead. 
Just so, many people put off opportu- 
nities of life until a more convenient 
time, and the opportunity, neglected, 
passes. In the closing words of the 
author he gives us this plea, “Come be- 
fore life is over and your probation 
ended, and you stand before God to give 
an account of the use you have made 
of the opportunities which in His grace 
He has granted to you! Come before 
winter !” 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, . issued by International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
February 25 to March 3 

Mon.—Joshua 1:1-9. 
The Promise of Ged’s Help. 
PRAYER Succestions: “As I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee; I will 
not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” “God’s 
promises,” said Mr. Spurgeon, “are 
checks on the bank of faith.” It matters, 
of course, to whom they are given and 
by whom they are endorsed. God will 
make good all His promises you have 
the right to claim. Through these pre- 
cious promises you become partaker of 
God’s benefits. Plead the blood of 
Christ, and wait for the sure fulfillment 
of all His promises. Pray for the resto- 
ration of.backsliders in your church and 
community. 





Tues.—Joshua 4:19-24. 
A Reminder of Ged’s Help. 
PraAYER SuccEstions: “What mean these 
stones?” Reminders of God’s mercies 
should be kept constantly in’ mind. They 
awaken gratitude and strengthen hope 
in God. Bible texts and Christian ordi- 
nahces are aids to remembrance. These 
are like “memorial stones.” So are spir- 
itual and natural birthdays, and other 
red-letter days commemorating blessing. 
Pray for the South Africa General Mis- 
sion, 23 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn 17, N. Y. 
Wed.—Joshua 8:30-35. 
Remembering Ged’s Promises and Warnings. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “An altar unto 
the Lord God of Israel in mount Ebal.” 
Joshua erected this altar for sacrifice 
and remembrance. The offerings and 
writing upon these stores were all ac- 
cording to the will of God (Deut. 27:1- 
5). God’s warnings and promises should 
be kept in remembrance. Unless God’s 
warning signals are observed, you will 
come into inexpressible sorrow and an- 
guish. “Take heed to thyself.” Pray for 
a spirit of greater watchfulness over 
your behavior as a Christian. 
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arate addresses. Canada: add 25 cents; 
foreign: add 50 cents. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 











Thurs.—Joshua 14:6-12, 
Courage for a Hard Job. 
Prayer Succestions: “Now therefore 
give me this mountain, whereof the Lord 
spake ... the Anakims were there, and 
... the cities ... great and fenced: if 
so be the Lord will be with me, then 
I shall be able to drive them out, as 
the Lord said.” Courage born of faith 
in God is able to laugh at impossibilities, 
knowing what God can do. Caleb at 
eighty-five was stronger for God and 
His cause than many of the young men 
(see Josh. 14:11). Pray that you may 
not grow colder in the service of God 
as you get older. 


Fri.—Joshua 23:1-13. 
The Necessity for Fidelity. 
PraYeER Succestions: “God hath prom- 
ised ... Be ye therefore very courage- 
ous to keep and to do all that is written 
in the book of the law of Moses, that 
ye turn not aside therefrom to the right 
hand or to the left.” Joshua passed on 
to the elders of Israel the same com- 
mand that God gave him at the com- 
mencement of his ministry. God’s will 
revealed in His Word is the chief love 
duty of the child of God. The goal is 
“blameless and harmless” and “without 
rebuke.” Pray that with the increase 
of years you may be more faithful in 
Christian duty. 


Sat.—Joshua 24:14-18. 
“We Will Serve the Lord.” 
PraYeR Succestions: “As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.” Prom- 
ises to God are made either in pride or 
humility. Joshua was of the latter kind 
in-all ‘his resolutions. Promises, with- 
out God’s grace for keeping them, are 
vain. Peter illustrates the self-confi- 
dent proriiser. How sadly he failed! 
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One promise from a man like Joshua 
is better than ten thousand from men 
who do not know the plague of their 
own hearts. Pray that your promises 
to God and man shall be always made 
in the Spirit and not in the flesh. 
Sun.—Psalm 20. Depending Upon God. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Some trust in 
chariots, and some in horses: but we 
will remember the name of the Lord 
our God.” It is a grand thing to know 
God. All who know Him will put their 
trust under the shadow of His wings. 
Our Lord Jesus said, “And this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent” (John 17:3). One who 
receives eternal life in Christ will want 
only to live by the faith of the Son of 
God. This is the victory that over- 
comes the world. Pray for grace in or- 
der that you may serve the Lord ac- 
ceptably. 
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THE MEXICAN INDIAN MISSION 


A Pioneer Work 
Bible Centered Interd inational 
Sustained by Prayer 
Fi illion Mexican Indians are still in be 
 seaden yapty say ey ay ee. ny 
own tongues. 
Twelve missionaries and twenty-five native workers are 
laboring in three tribes. More than five thousand Aztec 
Indians have been won to Christ. 

Our new pictorial information folder sent on request. 
DR. JAMES G. DALE, Director 
Tamazunchale, S. L. P. ~ ~ - ° Mexico 
REV. ROBERT DAWSON, General Secretary ~ 
Bex286 - - -+- -+ Stratford, New Jersey 








Dallas Theological Seminary 
An interd inational seminary offering a 
standard theological course for college grad- 
vates. Biblical, conservative, premillennial. 
Graduate school standards. Accredited. 

Approved for veterans. 
Address: Registrar 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, Texas 
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FAITHFUL TO GOD'S WORD 


Lesson Quarterlies sought and loved by many. Cover every 
Department and follow the International Lesson topics. 


Also Leaflets and S. S. P. 


apers, 


The Bible Expositor and Illuminator 


A full and complete Lesson Commentary. 192 pages—3 
Monthly Parts each quarter—768 pages a year. Each Lesson 
carefully introduced and treated verse by verse. A wide vari- 
ety of valuable suggestions. All the material is Christ-centered. 


* Write for Sample Lesson 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Cleveland, Ohio 
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Dr. Rice’s books and gam- 


Books of Proven Worth wane peen 


By JOHN R. RICE, D.D., Litt.D., Evangelist, Editor, Author 


iéw®AOME | 


COURTSHIP, MARRIAGE | Ct 








JousR Rice DDL. 


THE HOME: 


; great book, plain and powerful and persuasive.” 
Courtship, Marriage, and ‘ 216 pages, cloth bound, price . . . $1.50 
Children PRAYER: Asking and Receiving 
; The most popular book on prayer in America. 
A Bible manual, 22 chapters, on 60,000 printed Z 24 years. Still ites ike hot cakes. Bible 


courtship, marriage, husbands 


ning children to Christ, and 


sex problems of marriage sane- 
ly, Scripturally, reverently, 
authoritatively. A tremendous 


chi 
marriages, decrease divorce. 


pages. A tremendous value. 
ip. - + el CSF 


and Pamphlets on Popular Dr. H. A. ‘Ironside says: “... oe ok great sub seg a 

. great way.” 177 pages, clo sice . . . $1.25 
Subjects, all for . . . $2.00 vi 
What Is Wrong With the Movies? 117 pages 50c THE COMING KINGDOM OF CHRIST 
What's Wrong With the Dance? —_ 43 pages 35c Commended by Sunday School Times, Moody Monthly, 
Lodges Examined by the Bible. 88 pages25e Col. F. J. Miles, and many others. Hundreds of Scriptures 
Bible Facts About Heaven. 64 pages 25¢ ~= quoted. Rich, scholarly, yet simple Bible teaching on prophecy. 
The Soul Winner’s Fire 128 pages 20c 148 pages, cloth, price . . . $1.25 


Jewish Persecution and Bible 
Prophecies. 47 pages 15c 
The Second Coming of Christ in 
Daniel. 24 pages 15c 
Bible Lessons on the Book of 
Revelati 


earing Dr. Rice. 





REVIVAL APPEALS 


16 messages that have been used of God to win hundreds 
of souls in great union revival campaigns all over America. 
— pictures crowd of 3,767 in Cleveland, Ohio, March, 1945, 


Dr. R. G. Lee, Memphis, said: “ . . . a really 


m b . teaching on prayer with many examples of answered prayer 
and wives duties and relation- cited, much encouragement from the Scriptures and the author's 
ships, birth control, family altar, personal experience to show you that is waiting to an- 


discipline, divorce, adultery,win- °W°* YOUF Prayers. 


Twelvesermons that bless and burn — and 


TWELVE TREMENDOUS THEMES 


Introduction by Dr. Robert G. Lee, Memphis. Deals with 


such subjects as verbal inspiration of the Bib e, sin, security of 
Remarkable Paper Bound Books a believer, eternal punishment, the message of the Gospel, etc. 


“AND GOD REMEMBERED. ...” 


And other sermons of a devotional nature. 123 pages. 
on. 2pagesisc Beautiful gift edition. ‘ 


Dr. H. A. Ironside said: “ ... one of the 
most interesting, refreshing, and conclusive works on prayer 
( S we have ever consulted.” 

many other topics. Discusses 328 pages, 21 great chapters, cloth bound, price . . $1.50 


THE RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN 


. y Lac Sermons to warn, to “reprove, rebuke and exhort” Chris- 
—_ in rearing and training tone. Civinion Snel says: 5 ee peraching with 
dren. h h the fine passion, humor an ima O 

“ta Shouts ‘prevent hasty book for the backslidden — and the careless who stand in peril 


: f backsliding. 
Marriage certificate, 381 large challenge mightily.” 


million copies, and have re- 
sulted, according to signed 
statements from readers, in 
about 3,000 people accepting 
Christ as personal Saviour. 
These books do more than just 
touch on a subject and leave 
the reader with an unsatisfied 
feeling; they settle from the 
‘Word of God the important 
questions discussed. Defizice, 
positive Bible teaching and 
preaching you will not want 
to miss. 














t Moody. A 


178 pages, cloth, price . . $1.25 


Cloth, price $1.00 


Order today from your bookseller or from 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS - 


- 
« 


214 W. Wesley Street, Dept. T, Wheaton, lllinois 
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